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Make music to
the Lord with
the harp,
with the harp
and the sound
of singing,
with trumpets
and the blast
of the ram's
horn—
shout for joy
before the
Lord, the
King.
Psalm 98:5-6

: ETER was restless. The future was
| - - ' a bit uncertain and he was frustrated about his own failures as a
follower of Christ. In his weakness, the
lure of his past life teased him. How
good it would be to once more enjoy
the open water, the fresh air, and the
sweat of hard work. And so he announced to his friends, "I'm going fishing."
Several joined the fishing party and
went with Peter to the shores of Lake
Galilee (see John 20). They piled their
gear into a boat and shoved off from the
shore. Then they threw out the nets and
began to fish. They fished and they
fished. All night they fished. They tried
everything, but still they caught nothing. Not even a minnow.
Imagine being out there in the lake
in the middle of the night throwing that
net around and drawing it in time after
time—empty. Even patient fishermen
can get frustrated.
And then, in the midst of their weari-

ness and failure, as the morning light
broke across the eastern sky, they saw
the figure of a man standing on the
beach. They heard him call to them
across the water, "Hey, how are you
doing out there? Did you catch anything? Do you have any fish?"
I used to go fishing with my dad
when I was a little guy. We lived in
Seattle and we went out on the salt
water of Puget Sound. We'd rent a row
boat and drag a flasher and a herring
and try to catch a salmon.
We'd fish from mid-afternoon to late
evening. And then, when darkness fell,
we'd head for the boathouse along with
the other boats.
There would usually be a mob of
people at the dock standing around and
looking into the boats. Somebody
would say, "Howd'ya do?" Then the
people would oooh and aaah as the successful anglers held up their catch.
We didn't make them oooh and aaah
very much. More often than not my dad

Breakfast at ^4
the beach
"

and I unloaded our boat apologetically
and then backed sheepishly through the
crowd.
One time I caught a 13-pounder. I
could hardly wait to get to the boathouse to show off my prize. Just as I
was about to announce this "monster"
to the world, another guy held up a 40pounder. I felt like a balloon with the air
rushing out.
When Jesus asked them how they
were doing, I think he had more in
mind than fish. He was bringing to their
minds the mission he had called them
to perform three years earlier when he
said, "Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men."
And so his question went deep. "Did
you find any 'fish' out there? Did you
catch any 'soles' for me? What are you
doing out there so far from the people I
called you to serve? Do you find true
fulfillment following your own will?"
The disciples didn't know it was the
Master. They yelled back, "No!
Nothing! Zip!"
When we experience failure, when
we get off on the wrong path, when
we let God down—Jesus calls to us.
He asks what he already knows,
"How are you doing?" He attempts to bring us into contact
with our condition. He wants
us to be honest with ourselves,
to acknowledge our need of
him.
The same question con-

fronted Adam and Eve when they hid
from God in the Garden. He called to
them, "Where are you?"
Jesus didn't scold his disciples for
their waywardness. He told them, 'Toss
your nets on the other side." That must
have gone over big with these skilled
fishermen. But instead of telling this
stranger to mind his own business, they
took a chance on his advice. And what
happened? They caught so many fish
the nets nearly broke.
When John saw the bursting nets his
mind darted back to an incident that
happened nearly three years earlier
when Jesus had stood in their boat after
they had fished all night (Luke 5). On
that occasion he also urged them to try
the other side. They obeyed and it took
two boats to drag the nets to shore.
Suddenly the light dawns in John's
heart. He knows the man on the beach
is not some early morning jogger but
the Lord God.
"It's the Lord, Peter," he declares.
When this happened back in Luke,
chapter 5, Peter dropped to his knees.
He said, "Depart from me. I'm a sinful
man. I'm no good, get away from me."
But this time he responds differently. He's learned something about God's
grace and forgiveness. So without taking time to change into his swim suit,
he leaps into the sea. No nice little
climb down the ladder into the water.
No nice little swan dive from the deck.
John says he sprang into the sea.
We can see him churning the water
doing the backstroke, breaststroke, freestyle, and dog paddle all at once. And
while he's moving toward Jesus faster
than a hydroplane, he's yelling, "Don't
leave! Don't leave! I'm a sinful man
and I need you!"
HROUGH his

Word, Jesus speaks
to us today. "How are you
doing? Are you catching any
'fish'? Are you bringing others to me?
Are you being my witness in your
home, at your work, at play?"
When we hear his voice, we can
paddle farther out into the lake. We can
close our ears to him. We can say,
"Depart from me."
Or, like Peter, we can make a beeline for Jesus.
And what did Peter find when he
reached the Lord? Did he discover
someone there ready to accuse him for
his faithlessness? Did he find a mean,
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angry, vengeful God? No, he found
instead a fire, some food, and an invitation. Jesus said, "Come and have
breakfast."
Back in John, chapter 18, we find
Peter warming himself by a charcoal
fire in the courtyard. It was there he
denied his Lord three times. Here, on
the beach, wefindanother charcoal fire
(John 20:9). And the one serving breakfast is he who had been deserted and
denied.
Someone has suggested that Jesus
just snapped his fingers and created this
fire and breakfast. But I'm thinking he
caught those fish, built the fire, and
took the time to prepare a nice breakfast
for those who had let him down.
Jesus didn't simply express his love
in words. He didn't just say, "Now, fellahs, I really love you. And I forgive
you for letting me down." Instead, he
got down on his hands and knees and
fixed breakfast. He fed them. He served
each of them bread and fish. He
expressed his love in a concrete way.
Imagine how they felt when they
looked into his eyes and took the food
from his hand.
The biblical narrative also tells us
that Jesus invited them to bring some of
their own fish for the breakfast. He
wanted to involve them in ministering
to each other.
I notice also that all of this occurred
on the open beach. There's no record of
Jesus saying, "Okay, men, let's go to
the synagogue lest someone see us out
here." They sat together out there in
plain sight—in the midst of the sand,
sea gulls, and people. No one was
ashamed.
And we can also imagine the fellowship and worship that occurred
around that beach fire. Perhaps one of
them said, "Hey, do you remember
back up on the hill over there where
you fed the 5,000 with the loaves and
fish. That was wonderful, Jesus! You're
the mighty Lord."
Perhaps another one looked out on
the water and recalled aloud, "Jesus, I
remember when we were out there in
the boat in the storm and how you
brought peace to the sea. You're so
wonderful. How I love you!"
But the narrative doesn't end with
the little band of believers seated with
Jesus on the beach. Wefindsome afterdinner conversation that speaks of service, of mission.

Jesus nudges Peter and says, "Come
on Peter, I want to take a little walk
with you."
As they stroll down the beach Jesus
says to him, "Simon, Son of John, do
you love me more than these? Do you
love me more than these friends, or
more thanfishingfor fish, or more than
this great outdoor life? Do you love me
more than anything else in this world?"
Three times Jesus puts the question to
him.
And each time, Peter says, "Yes, of
course."
And each time, Jesus answers, "Feed
my sheep."
In other words, "You denied me
three times. You really let me down.
Yet I made breakfast for you. I fed you.
Now I want you to go out and do the
same thing to my little lambs. Not just
the big husky sheep, but those lambs,
those weaklings, those people who are
a lot like you, Peter. I want you to
express concern for their physical
needs, but I also want you to feed their
souls. Lead them, feed them, care for
them."
There is a subtle temptation in our
self-centered culture to sit around and
gulp down all the spiritual food we can
get. But Jesus wants us to go beyond
the cozy campfire to the busy city
streets. He wants us to go where people
are hurting and hungry and hopelessly
lost. He wants us to "go into all the
world and preach (feed) the gospel to
every creature."
comments stand out in
the account of Jesus and his dis_«_ ciples on the beach: a question,
an invitation, and a command. The
same words come down through the
Scriptures to us today: "Do you have
any fish?" "Come and have breakfast."
"Feed my sheep."
First, the Lord wants us to be honest
about our failures, our needs. If we are
unproductive servants, we need to
admit it. Second, he invites us to come
to him for forgiveness and fellowship.
And, third, he sends us forth to serve.
When Jesus calls you, will you row
your little boat farther from the shore?
Or, will you spring into the sea and race
to him?
HREE

Roger Schoenhals is a free-lance writer
(and sometimes fisherman) in Seattle, Washington.

HE SOAKING RAINS of t h e fall

and winter have not eliminated
- 1 - concern over the state of our
water table here in Lancaster County.
The reason for concern is a vivid
memory of last summer's drought and
what lack of rain does to productivity.
We all know how crucial rain is and
that drought is very destructive. In
our physical world there is no productivity without it. In Isaiah 45,
Cyrus yearns for rain, too; but rain

of a different sort—a rain of righteousness.
The culture in which we find ourselves needs a good soaking rain of
righteousness. We all welcome that
rain. The early verses of chapter 45
show clearly that the Lord was counting on people to help to make righteousness effectual as it rained down.
Cyrus is the only one in the Old
Testament, according to the Interpreter's Bible, given a blessing out-

side the Covenant peoples. Yahweh
consecrated Cyrus as the mediator of
God's purposes and equipped him as
His instrument. The Lord planned to
use Cyrus. If righteousness comes to
the Brethren in Christ, it will come
in the same way, through people—
people whose right hand the Lord has
taken hold of, people who have come
to understand what righteousness is.
We can have long, in-depth, theological discussions on that definition,

"This is what the Lord says to his anointed, to
Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of
their armor, to open doors before him so that
gates will not be shut: I will go before you and
will level the mountains; I will break down
gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron. I
will give you the treasures of darkness, riches
stored in secret places, so that you may know
that I am the Lord, the God of Israel, who summons you by name. For the sake of Jacob my
servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon you by
name and bestow on you a title of honor,
though you do not acknowledge me. I am the
Lord, and there is no other; apart from me there
is no God. I will strengthen you, though you
have not acknowledged me, so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting men
may know there is none besides me. I am the
Lord, and there is no other. I form the light and
create darkness, I bring prosperity and create
disaster; I, the Lord, do all these things. You
heavens above, rain down righteousness; let the
clouds shower it down. Let the earth open wide,
let salvation spring up, let righteousness grow
with it; I, the Lord, have created it" (Isaiah 45:1-8).

t
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but Webster says it very simply and
succinctly. Righteousness is "doing
right; upright conduct; behaving justly." Simply not doing right has caused
the church and Christians to lose face
in many ways and places in recent
years. We change the big picture of
righteousness or unrighteousness by
our individual lives. The game is
ruined when we as individuals don't
play by the rules. Martin Luther King,
Jr. said, "The ultimate measure of a
person is not where he stands in
moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times
of challenge and controversy."
People live their lives better the
more their eyes look into eternity.
Ecclesiastes talks about having eternity in our hearts. We need to view
the consequences of lives of righteousness or lack of it from an eternal
perspective.
In light of this, I'd like to suggest
three areas that need righteousness
rained upon them if they are ever to
grow and be productive: first, the
righteousness or Tightness of our
response to God; second, lightness or
righteousness in our relationships
with people; and finally, rightness or
righteousness as we reach out to others and to the world.
Our response to God

The personal character and nature
of God is to call people to himself—
to choose people. We respond best to
God as his people when we feel chosen by him. As kids, we all remember
how good it was to be chosen for
someone's team. We are chosen for
God's team. Early in the book of
Isaiah, Cyrus declares his sense of
being chosen by God (8:11). Cyrus
says, "The Lord spoke to me with his
strong hand upon me." God's prearrangement of circumstances of his
servants is a discovery which all
Christians can make. "I, Yahweh, will
go before you." We are on divine
errands. That means obstacles are
removed; resources are provided; and
much we anticipate and dread is
unnecessary. In the Isaiah account of
Cyrus, the capture of Babylon proved
most unexpectedly easy.
The Psalms again and again con-
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E
HE church
needs to
say to the
cabinet
maker,
"Stop
goofing off
and make
a fine
table.'

firm God's special claim on us: "I will
instruct you and guide you along the best
pathway of your life; I will advise you and
watch your progress" (32:8). Sound like
constant care? "Sons and daughters, come
and listen and let me teach you the importance of trusting and fearing the Lord"
(33:11, Lindsell Study Bible). Sounds like
God has a plan for us. John Henry Newman
caught this concept when he said, "God
has created me to do him some definite service. He has committed some work to me
which he has not committed to another."
In our present religious climate, God's
call tends to be lost. It was primary for the
Puritans. The call of God was what motivated them. It was profoundly personal. It
was the expression of their personality and
the exercise of their gifts to the glory of
God.
The Reformation had made it clear that
the call of God did not necessarily make
you a nun or a priest, but it made everything done by faith a calling unto God. If
you were a housewife, you swept your
farmhouse as a high and holy calling. The
cobbler cobbled his shoes Christianly.
Rembrandt painted Christianly. The judge
dispensed justice Christianly. That concept
came from Europe to the United States
through the Puritans and needs to be recaptured.
Dorothy Sayers had it right when she
said that the church needs to say to the cabinet maker, "Stop goofing off and make a
fine table." What use was his piety in
church attendance if he was insulting God
with bad carpentry? Our work cannot be
separated from our witness.
Scripture teaches primarily that calling is
not to some place, like Africa; or to something, like being a missionary; but to some
one—someone called Jesus—to him and
for him.
The roots of our calling go deep into the
soil of our devotion to Jesus. What does it
do for us? It keeps us focused, balanced,
and centered. We are such pressured people. When we are with the movers and the
shakers of our contemporary society, we
will do well to be centered in the call of
God. Calling helps us to hang loose on
externals, and all the memorabilia of
achievements. It does a lot for our private
ethics. If we feel called of God, we have an
inner voice as if we were in the audience of
One—the audience of Jesus. That calling
restrains egotism, selfishness and material-

ism which are the normal temptations of
the ambitious. There is nothing wrong with
ambition (even though Shakespeare called
it original sin), but we must recognize that
it is sometimes easier to tame the lust of the
flesh than to tame the lust of ambition. In
Romans, Paul talks quite a bit about success, boasting and pride. But it is always
within the bounds of the calling of God
and those who are called are kept.
Calling does a lot for our power addictions. It puts into proper perspective our
marriages, our families, our friendships,
our jobs, our relationships, and our responsibilities. Unless the indwelling power of
the Spirit endues us with Christ's authentic,
abundant power, we will not escape the
threat of some measure of manipulation,
coercion, bartering, or struggling for dominance.
Calling helps us to put the terms "duty"
and "sacrifice" back into our vocabularies.
We need calling because today's mobile
world gives us more places where no one
sees us. We are less accountable than any
previous society in history. We need a few
Josephs who, when a long way from their
fathers, families, peers, and bosses, remain
strong. When Potipher's wife said, "Come
on, hop in," there was no one to see him.
The call of God made Joseph reply, "I cannot do this thing which is wrong before
God." His motivation was not maintaining
the family reputation or friends' expectations. It was God's call on his life. When
you are called you are never away from
God. And he is the only one who matters
anyway.
Joan of Arc, while on trial, was asked by
the bishop, "You must be in love with your
faith?" She replied, "Is there any harm in
that?" "No," he replied. "No, not harm, just
danger." Our response to God must be as
called people, called to commitment and
obedience. Then righteousness will rain
down.
Relationships with people
Relationships that are right and righteous are based on forgiveness and confession. I haven't found a better illustration
of the subtle distortion of what it means to
have a good loving relationship than the
old movie "Love Story." It declared that
love does not need to say it is sorry. The
Christian truth in relationships is that love
cannot wait to express sorrow when another person has been violated, harmed, or
Evangelical Visitor

•<

offended in any way. Christians can be like
parents who fear appearing weak when
they admit error. That happens to be the
way we are—full of mistakes and in need
of God's grace. But the good news about
this hard fact is that the central theme of
Christ's message is grace—grace for people who don't consistently do what they
should do.
Sometimes when we huddle so cheerfully over our history, I am a bit perplexed
because we seldom admit any error. There
are too few accounts of God's grace needing to be effectual for our mistakes. Is it
not better to boast in the grace of God for
our forgiveness than in our perfectness
which really isn't true? To be a confessor
is to get a grasp on God's demands of holiness, not on our perfection. The flip side of
some holiness teaching is that it never lets
us mess up—even when we do. What a
disservice to the blessed grace of God. We
need to stop deceiving ourselves and get
comfortable with admitting our faults and
sins to one another. Why then won't we
admit we were wrong, admit that we did
not act responsibly when in reality remorse
yields the most tender moments in relationships?
Gail MacDonald, in her book Keep
Climbing, says, "There is a two-way street
in good relationships. The repenter owns
up to his or her responsibility and the forgiver determines what to do with the
repentance. We do not learn to forgive in
our hour of crisis; we actually train for it.
We monitor our own spirits to observe our
progress in times of small irritations and
conflicts. It is important to honestly admit
that forgiveness does not come naturally.
Forgiveness is not admitting there was no
wrong done. Forgiveness is getting rid of
the heavy baggage that impedes our
progress on life's climb."
David Seamands says of forgiveness
that the one who forgives is not whitewashing the seriousness of what has happened. He is not turning away from the
fact that on human and divine levels a law
or principle has been broken. What forgiveness does is admit that the wrong has
been made right, the issue is settled. We
can decide to forgive; we can decide to
settle the issue.
Clara Barton, founder of the American
Red Cross, once was reminded by her
friend of an especially cruel thing someone
had done to Clara years before. Miss
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Barton seemed not to recall. "Don't you
remember it?" her friend asked. "No,"
came the reply, "I distinctly remember forgetting it."
Leonardo de Vinci had a violent quarrel
with a fellow painter just before painting
The Last Supper. He determined to paint
the face of this enemy into the face of
Judas and thus take his revenge placing
the man in infamy and scorn of succeeding
generations. Everyone would easily recognize it as the face of the painter with
whom he had quarrelled. But when he
came to paint the face of Christ, he could
make no progress. Something seemed to
be checking and frustrating him. But in
his heart he knew it was the face he painted into the face of Judas. Only after he
painted it out could he begin again on the
face of Jesus.
Enmity and hatred cannot reside in the
same picture when Christ is present. Rightness in relationships requires confessing
and forgiving people. That is not negotiable with God.
Our reach into our world
George Wills, in an article in Washington Post less than a year ago, wrote, "The
crumbling of [New York City] is stirring
complaints and longings for a man on
horseback, some savior riding to the rescue, wielding power like a sword. New
York City, like many other cities, needs a
man on horseback, but not that sort. It
needs John Wesley."
The cover article of the January 6th,
1992 issue of Newsweek entitled "Talking
to God" says, "There are few atheists in
cancer wards or on unemployment lines.
But in allegedly rootless, materialistic,
self-centered America, there is also a
hunger for a personal experience of God
that prayer seeks to satisfy."
Norman Lear, whose "People of the
American Way" set out to and did destroy
the Moral Majority, is now faulting the
religious right for failing to do something
about the deep spiritual malaise our country is suffering. He's not at all consistent
with the historical facts in his own fight
against religion in America. But my suggestion is not to get bogged down in that
side issue, but to use this as an opening to
rain down righteousness into that malaise
about which he speaks.
These three above illustrations, it seems
to me, are 1992 versions of Acts 16:9

T„HE central
theme of
Christ's
message is
grace—
grace for
people who
don't
consistently
do what
they should
do.

We,
E are
declarers of
Christ's message of hope
and renewal.
We have a
chance to
rain down
righteousness
on any
depressing list
of horrible
circumstances.

Esther Snyder is a member of
the Manor Brethren in Christ
Church, Columbia, Pa., where she
recently retired as Director of
Christian Education. This article
is adapted from the Atlantic
Regional Conference sermon she
delivered Mar. 20, 1992.
8

when St. Paul heard the call "Come over
to Macedonia and help us."
The born again Christian—on the cover
of Time in the not too distant past—has
turned into a weak disappointment to secular society. Now in our national despair
with families disintegrated, our city streets
combat zones, our economy shaky and faltering, our work places demanding top
benefits and producing bottom productivity, we need answers—courageous answers to tough questions, answers that are
not value neutral, but rooted in righteousness. We all have come to such a time as
this.
People are broken and our righteous
reach must be fraught with compassion
and inclusion. It must be rooted in a belief
in what people can become in Christ.
When you are reaching out to people,
they matter. The church is not a corporation, but a ministry of service to people.
Yet we can learn from corporate America.
The customer comes first. The telephone is
not an interruption of work. It is the work.
Yes, even in the minister's office. The secretaries need to screen those calls, but not
at the exclusion of meeting parishioner
needs or your knowing what is going on in
their lives so they can find "customer satisfaction" in Christ.
Just as churches are not corporations,
neither are they political caucuses. We are
declarers of Christ's message of hope and
renewal. We have a chance to rain down
righteousness on any depressing list of
horrible circumstances.
We as the church are not even an institution. Institutions are bound to history
and preservation. The church is a dynamic movement about life in Christ. We must
keep on that the bottom line of meeting
people's needs and introducing them to
Jesus who delivers.
Some of you may have seen Phil
Donahue's discomfort recently with Desi
Arnez and Lucille Ball's son. His troubled
past put him on a panel of five children of
entertainers sharing their sad stories of
addiction. Phil didn't come back for much
more input after he asked the young man
how he was coping. The response was,
"Nothing worked. Then someone introduced me to Jesus Christ and he delivered
me from my past." "What are you going to
do when you have a tough situation?" "I
already experienced that and I'm learning
what God's grace is all about." Sounds

like someone reached out and righteousness began to grow.
Do a little research and ask ten evangelical churches how or what their church
is doing. The majority of the answers will
relate to numbers, buildings, facilities,
equipment or budget. Ask members to
document their performance as Christians.
They will say: "I sing in the choir." "I
usher." "I teach Sunday school class."
Is there anything wrong with those
responses? No, except that seldom do the
answers in either of the two above areas
deal with the righteous plumb line we need
to be in our contemporary culture; the
plumb line against which all crookedness
in our society's morals and values is
exposed. Righteousness is not determined
by our gymnasiums or best office equipment, as good and as necessary as they
are. Righteousness is determined by
answers to questions like:
•Are our youth resisting substance
abuse and permissive sexual behavior?
Have we equipped them to be strong?
•Are our business men and women
upright and full of honesty and integrity?
Are their values straight?
•Are husbands cherishing their wives
and are men giving women dignity and
opportunity?
•Are women respecting men? Are
wives loving their husbands, and mothers
and fathers loving the children?
•Are we acknowledging that all we
have is a gift from God and needs to be
shared with the hungry, poor, homeless,
and those addicted to anything, including
perverted sex?
The vertical shaft of Christ's cross
planted firmly in the soil of our wicked
world is that plumb line against which all
our human and spiritual values have been
and will be measured for all times. The
Brethren in Christ have a stake in this
endeavor.
I pray that we will be that righteous
plumb line in the communities where our
churches are planted because we are
responding to God as called, committed,
and obedient people; because we put both
confession and forgiveness in priority in
our relationships; and because we are
reaching out responsibly and accountably
to our needy world.
Evangelical Visitor

WHAT ROLE SHOULD THE CHURCH PLAY?

Taking a more political approach
by Leland Harder

H

the five Anabaptist denominations participating in the 1972 and 1989 Church Member
Profile research projects have had guarded views about the
Christian's role in government. But the results of these
recent studies suggest that modern Anabaptists are becoming more and more politically aware and involved.
Early Anabaptist position statements on political ethics
reemphasized the dualism of the church and state: The
state, ordained of God according to Romans 13, cannot
operate on the nonresistant principles of Christ's kingdom. Therefore, nonresistant Christians could not perform
any role in government that would violate the principle of
love taught by Christ and the apostles.
In recent times, though, members of the five groups—
Brethren in Christ, Evangelical Mennonites, General Conference Mennonites, Mennonite Brethren, and the Mennonite Church—have been moving away from a position
of very limited or no political participation to one of a
freer, but selective, participation in the political process and
government.
Seventeen years between surveys is a short lapse of
time, making the shifts in political views and behavior all
the more remarkable. Following are survey comparisons
relating to church-state relationships, political participation, party preferences, and political discernment. (Results
from the 1972 survey are in parentheses.)
ISTORICALLY,

Church-State Relationships

1. It is not the business of the church to try to influence
the actions of the government in regard to such issues as
war and peace, race relations, poverty, etc.
Agree
17%
(25%)
Uncertain
14%
(20%)
Disagree
70%
(56%)
2. Seeking to improve the moral achievements of secular society is not the central mission of the church.
Agree
58%
(62%)
Uncertain
19%
(21%)
Disagree
23%
(18%)
The answers to both questions reveal a diminishing of
the older anti-political stance. A similar trend is indicated
by the responses to the next five statements probing political attitudes and participation.
3. Members of our denomination should vote in public
elections for state, provincial, and national offices.
Agree
84%
(76%)
Uncertain
10%
(15%)
Disagree
6%
(9%)
June 1992

4. Members of our denomination should not hold any
local, state, provincial, or national government office.
Agree
8%
(13%)
Uncertain
14%
(22%)
Disagree
78%
(64%)
5. Church members should witness directly to the state
(nation) by writing to legislators, testifying before legislative committees, etc.
Agree
76%
(61%)
Uncertain
19%
(30%)
Disagree
6%
(9%)
6. In how many of the elections in recent years have you
voted?
None
19%
(39%)
Some
16%
(15%)
Most or all
65%
(46%)
7. Have you ever held an elective office in local, state,
provincial, city, or national government?
Yes
4%
(3%)
No
96%
(97%)
Although there has been no significant change in the
percentage of members who have actually held public
office, 78 percent (instead of 64 percent in 1972) now disagree that members should refuse to do so. Similarly, 76
percent (up from 61 percent) now believe that members
should communicate their Christian concerns directly to
their governmental officials.
Political party preferences

We asked respondents, "With which one of the following American political positions do you tend to be most in
sympathy or agreement?" Following is the tabulation of
their replies.
United States
Republican, conservative wing 46% (35%)
Republican, liberal wing
8%
(9%)
Democratic, conservative wing 10%
(5%)
Democratic, liberal wing
9%
(6%)
Independent or another party
3%
(9%)
None of the above
23% (35%)
Canada
Separatist, WCC, etc.
2%
(0%)
Progressive Conservative
47% (31%)
Social Credit
6% (15%)
Liberal
19% (25%)
New Democratic Party
12%
(6%)
None of the above
14% (23%)

The results indicate that church members in the United
States and Canada are more ready in 1989 than in 1972 to
take a political position.
Our second observation is that not only was the party of
choice in both countries the more conservative one, identification with these parties is gaining ground. Among
U.S. Anabaptists, the Republican Party increased from 44percent support to 54 percent, while Progressive Conservatives in Canada gained 16 percent from 1972 (31 to
47 percent).
The third development to note is that as more church
members were willing to identify themselves with some
political position, both the Democratic Party in the United
States and the New Democratic Party in Canada gained a
following. Association with the Democratic Party, for
instance, increased from 11 percent to 19 percent.
These smaller shifts may not seem significant, but if, as
the accompanying table of U.S. respondents suggests, they
reflect the increased urbanization and education of Mennonites and Brethren in Christ (as reported in the February
1992 Visitor), we should expect a greater increase in political pluralism in future elections. In turn, we could expect
a greater willingness in our churches to debate the issues
and discern their ethical implications in the light of our
faith.
There are significant differences between the five
groups on these issues, especially in the United States,
where party identification of members is as follows:

In Canada
Brian Mulroney (Cons.)
John Turner (Lib.)
Edward Broadbent (NDP)
Another candidate
In U.S.
George Bush (R)
Michael Dukakis (D)
Other

Mennonite
vote

National
'vote

59%
19%
12%
9%

43%
32%
20%
5%

72%
27%
1%

54%
46%

Political discernment
Political involvement of church members can be corporate as well as individual. But do Mennonite and Brethren in Christ voters really discern the issues in the light of
Christian ethical principles when they go into the voting
booths?
In his publication, Making Political Decisions: A Christian Perspective, Mennonite Brethren political scientist
John H. Redekop described the corporate context for discernment as follows: "A group response could involve an
entire denomination, an association of denominations,...
a group of churches in one area,... part of the congregation, parts of several congregations, or an entire congregation."
To gauge attitudes about the role of the church in the
political process, the survey asked church members the following four questions about the appropriate function of the
congregation:
Republican Democratic Other None
Do you feel it is proper for your
4% 29%
47% 20%
Mennonite Church
Congregation . . .
Percent "ves"
General Conference
50% 27%
5% 18%
1. to encourage its members to study
12%
10%
Mennonite Brethren
78%
political issues and candidates?
79 (68)
71%
10%
3% 16%
2. to encourage its members to engage
Brethren in Christ
in political action?
55 (32)
8%
1% 12%
Evangelical Mennonite 79%
3. to endorse particular candidates
for office?
39 (25)
Voting behavior
4.
to
encourage
the
minister
to
discuss
The choices made during the 1988 election does not add
political issues from the pulpit?
28 (16)
much to the picture of political changes because we do not
Again we observe a significant shift in support for
have comparable data from 1972. But the voting prefergreater congregational involvement in the political choicences in 1988 can be compared to the national vote.
es of its members. But it is one thing to encourage these actions and another to know
how to go about it. It can be said that there is
Politics and education level
considerable skepticism about how compeParty preference
Formal schooling
tently a congregation can become a political
Grade 8 Grade 12 College Postgrad.
resource center for its members even when
Democratic (liberal)
1%
4%
10%
23%
there is a greater will to do it. How can Jesus
Democratic (conservative) 6%
6%
12%
17%
Christ be Lord of our politics? Is it really posRepublican (liberal)
3%
5%
11%
11%
sible to discern every political issue in the
Republican (conservative) 41%
54%
50%
29%
light of Scripture and the teachings of Jesus?
Independent/other
2%
2%
4%
6%
None of the above
47%
29%
14%
14%
LTHOUGH the church's discernment process
1988 election results
L is complex at best, Jesus's promise to
George Bush
90%
86%
73%
49%
send the Holy Spirit to help us sort through
Michael Dukakis
10%
14%
27%
51%
these difficult issues and to make political
choices is a central New Testament teaching.

A
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It should not be difficult to specify the basic biblical principles, such as the following, for starters:
(1) Religious and political freedom are divine rights.
(2) All people have a divine right to share in the earth's
resources for sustenance and well-being.
(3) Christians are called to be advocates for the poor,
for victims of injustice, and for the wounded of every kind
in our fallen world.
(4) Every person is created in the image of God no
matter how far from that image the person has fallen
because of sin and needs to be loved as God loved us
while we were still sinners.
When we evaluate political candidates by their commitment to principles like these, we assert Christ's lordship
over politics. Because they will vary in their commitments
to biblical principles and because we cannot always
assume that so-called "born again" candidates will be better committed than other candidates, we should look for
candidates who are most broadly concerned about these
basic ethical principles.
As Christians trying to make political decisions, we

Dialogue '92:

The health
care issue
and the
church
by Robert H. Smith
In early March of this year, Dialogue
'92 was convened to consider some of
the complex issues we must grapple
with in the United States with our current health care crisis. Some 175 pastors, chaplains, hospital and retirement
community administrators, nurses,
social workers, and physicians met to
discuss and question and search for
answers. In doing so, we found ourselves redefining the mission of the
church in the health and healing aspect
of the salvation journey.
More specifically, the question repeatedly asked was: "What is the role, or
what should be the role, of the congregation of believers in a health ministry?"
There was no question in the minds
of the gospel writers about Jesus' concern for the physical needs of people.
When they were hungry, he fed them;
not to make disciples, but because the
concerns of the people were his concern. He spoke a language of awareness
June 1992

need our fellow church members as well as knowledgeable
and concerned people and groups in the larger community. We can trust the Holy Spirit to guide us in our involvements at each level by:
• using reliable guides to the political views and voting
records of candidates;
• paying attention to the candidates' public statements;
• making personal contacts and asking pertinent questions;
• commissioning fact-finding committees in our church
to give us guidance on the issues of the election;
• participating in political choice groups in the church
and community.
In truth, our political involvement is one of the crucial
ways by which we bear witness that Jesus Christ is Lord
indeed!
•
Leland Harder, North Newton, Kan., is associate director of Church
Membership Profile II.

of their needs. To the heavily burdened,
he offered a more tolerable yoke; to the
weary, rest. And when the sick came,
he healed them. Even when he spoke of
salvation he used a word connoting
physical healing as well as spiritual
restoration. At times we spiritualize his
words, and rightly so. He offered living
water to a woman who had access to a
good well, obviously speaking to her
spiritual need. But even on this occasion
he saw her as a whole person, whose
social life was in serious disarray.
The Christian church has for centuries recognized this concern for the
health needs of the person. It has tended
to institutionalize this concern by building and administering hospitals; that is,
in previous centuries to our own. Currently fewer hospitals are built by the
church, and fewer of those initially operated by the church continue to be church
related. The church on an institutional
level is less involved in a ministry of
healing than at any time in the modern
era.
There is one trend running counter
to this disinvolvement. That is a growing effort on the part of congregations to
find expression for belief in wholeness
that includes physical wellness with the
spiritual dimension. (One might also
include in our concept of wholeness
such concerns as societal, familial, and
environmental well-being.)
There is a strong rationale for this

trend. While the diagnosis and cure of
disease is and will continue to be a highly technical discipline, healing in the
broader sense may involve a different
set of skills and insights. The National
Institutes of Health estimate that 85 percent of illness is preventable. A concept
of wholesome living that includes nutrition, exercise, weight control, and health
awareness does contribute to good
health. Abstinence from alcohol and
other drugs does contribute to health.
Safe driving habits do make a difference. It is more difficult to quantify, perhaps, but there can be no doubt that the
values of forgiveness, love, acceptance,
simplicity of living, and faith have a
positive effect on our well-being.
Congregations are expressing an
interest in this broader ministry. Some
congregations or parishes, using volunteer or paid registered nurses, sponsor
nursing care for their own members, or
as an outreach into the surrounding
community. Some congregations sponsor periodic health screening clinics,
checking blood pressure, cholesterol,
hemoglobin, height and weight, etc.
These programs are usually offered in
conjunction with a hospital or physician,
particularly so since some provision
must be made for the follow-up care of
abnormal findings.
Church sponsorship of weight reduccontinued on page 17
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The joys of a
"mother church"
, by Barbara Rickel

In mid-1978 a dream began to
come true for the Midwest Conference and especially for the Bethany congregation in Thomas, Oklahoma: a church was going to be planted in Oklahoma City! Churches were
being planted in various other places
and it seemed very logical that Oklahoma City was a prime location. As
an expanding midwest metropolitan
area, it was a "natural" place to locate
a church.
Don Shafer, who was bishop at the
time, and the Midwest Board of Extension, which was chaired by Bethany
Pastor Charles Rickel, made appropriate demographic studies and a
location was chosen. The churchplanting pastoral couple, Warren and
Connie Hoffman, accepted the call.
At this point the Bethany church
began to feel a special relationship to
the new church—rather like a mother
who, while encouraging her daughter to develop and gain confidence
and independence, provides loving
encouragement and tangible support.
Initially, Bethany gave time and
personal involvement. A Bethany
family drove a truck and trailer to
New Mexico and moved the Hoffmans to Oklahoma City. Groups from
Thomas traveled the 90 miles to the
city early several mornings and spent
hours going door-to-door, making
valuable initial contacts for the new
church. There was also the kind of
support for the pastoral family that
members of his own congregation
might have given—meat and garden
Barbara Rickel is active in the Bethany
congregation where her husband Charles is
the pastor.
12

produce and financial aid for special
needs. The people of the Bethany fellowship "adopted" them until they
had a congregation of their own.
As the Oklahoma City Brethren in
Christ Church developed and grew,
our relationship as their "mother"
evolved also. Bethany stayed informed and aware of the needs of her
"daughter," welcoming opportunities
for fellowship and always willing to
assist financially. Special offerings
were received on numerous occasions
as the new church developed a landpurchase and building fund. Individuals pledged not only prayer support,
but financial gifts as well. In the midst
of fund-raising for a building project
of her own in 1984, Bethany invited
the Oklahoma City congregation to
present a fund-raising appeal, and a
large offering for the new church was
received. There was a loving, mother's pride for Bethany as we attended
ground-breaking and dedication services for a beautiful, serviceable facility, and watched the development and
growth of a fine, maturing Brethren in
Christ congregation on North Council
Road in Oklahoma City.
Now Bethany turns to "mothering"
another new church planting on the
south side of the sprawling Oklahoma
metro-area.
Spring of 1991 saw several work
crews traveling from Thomas to the
new church site on S. W. 104th Street.
Partitions were built, plumbing was
repaired, shrubs and trees received
much-needed pruning, and the
church/home was made ready for the
church-planting pastoral family—
Don and Mikki Lynn and their three
sons.

"Mothering" began in .earnest
when the Lynns arrived. Along with
extra financial support in making payments on the property, Bethany families gave loving care to the Lynns in
many tangible ways, becoming their
"Oklahoma family." Several carloads
were at the house when they arrived
from Colorado, and many willing
hands carried furniture and boxes,
unloading the truck and car.
As Pastor Don and Mikki Lynn
began to develop their vision and plan
for the new church, Bethany supported them in prayer and counsel.
Pioneer Clubs were begun in the fall
of 1991 as a.means of outreach;
Pioneer Clubs groups from Bethany
have gone to the city both for fellowship and to help. One Saturday a
group of eight Trailblazers spent the
day helping to distribute more than
900 flyers in residential areas near the
church.
Occasionally the Bethany congregation, learning of a particular need,
will send funds for the new church.
One such action provided the mortgage payments for six months. Some
money gifts have also been sent by
individuals who wanted to give the
Lord a "bonus" because he had specially blessed them. The Bethany
church board endeavors to be alert to
opportunities to be of help—providing for plumbing repairs, for instance,
and providing for the new congregation's membership in NAE.
As the exciting day approached for
the actual birth of the new church
with its first public morning worship,
the Bethany congregation decided to
provide five or six people each week
to spend an evening making telephone calls, building a mailing list of
those who would be open to receive
information about the new church.
Mothering is not always an easy
task, whether it is in a human family
or in a spiritual relationship. It requires time, effort, personal involvement, and awareness of need, as well
as a financial commitment. The
rewards are satisfaction and joy as
our "daughter" takes her first steps,
and loving pride when she strides forward with maturity and confidence.
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Celebrating
New
Covenant's
fifth
anniversary
by Joe Hyatt

The sanctuary was packed with
enthusiastic persons, mostly from the
New Covenant and Souderton congregations. The occasion was the fifth
anniversary celebration of New
Covenant, and the Souderton congregation participated as the proud parent. Just as all families do, so parent
and child spent the evening reflecting on the early days, catching up on
the present, and looking ahead to the
future. It was an evening of love, of
thanksgiving, and of being encouraged with God's great faithfulness.
First, Jeff Hollenbach led a panel
discussion tracing the congregation's
beginning. Church board member
Kent Tyson spoke to the ongoing

Joe Hyatt pastors the New Covenant congregation, Quakertown, Pa.
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vision of the congregation with an artful use of Psalm 127:1.
Perhaps the highlight of the evening came when a number of persons
gave testimony of how the Lord has
used the congregation in their own
lives.
With a comedic touch, master of
ceremonies Dave Hammerschmidt
summarized his life before Christ by
telling how he used to "drink and
dabble in drugs and hang out in bars
and spend all my money and fight and
have a blatant disregard for social
decency." He went on to tell us about
how he found "the church and found
the Lord and how these are not issues
in his life anymore." He spoke of
God's providence in his life and challenged us all to be sensitive to those
we often "leave behind" when we
become Christians.

Dave's was just one of several
powerful testimonies of what God
had done in the lives of persons
directly or indirectly through the ministry of New Covenant. The once
fledgling child was growing toward
maturity.
It was good to gather and celebrate
God's faithfulness. As the evening
concluded, our confidence "that he
who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day
of Christ Jesus" (Philippians 1:9) was
renewed.
•
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by Doreen Byers—Matenganya
Village, Mangochi, Malawi

0w? O/ fAe depths I cry to you, O
Lord; Lord, hear my voice. Let your
ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.
... I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
and in his word I put my hope (Psalm
130:1,2,5).
" T ORD, I don't know how much
J—/ longer I can take it here. It's
not just that the fridge is 65 degrees
inside and the food goes bad overnight. We can live on cabbage and
tomatoes as vegetables, since the last
three times we've tried to grow a garden virtually nothing came up. It's
not just the wood-borer dust that covers most of the furniture every day so
my allergies make my sinuses go
berserk. It's not so important that the
ceilings (which might control some
of that dust) are still not up after living in this house for a year.
"You know I've made some
progress since we've been here. Some
days I can even take the flies that
come in through the open doorways
because we still don't have screen
doors up. The spiders, worms, cockroaches, and ants don't bother me too
much. I've even stopped picking all
the bugs out of the oatmeal and rice
before we eat it. Last week, when a
scorpion fell on my shoulder while I
was in the bathroom, I didn't get very
upset. In a way I'm glad we have the
geckoes that eat up all of those malaria-carrying mosquitoes . . . but do
14

they have to leave their droppings all
over the house?
"As a good American housewife,
I'm supposed to fight dirt and win.
Right, Lord? May I ask why we can't
get our grass to grow so we don't
constantly track dirt and mud in each
time we go outside? How do I get
diapers and clothes clean when the
only water we have is dirty and rusty?
Thanks, Lord, for watching over the
kids and keeping them well, since
their bath water comes from that contaminated source, and Natalie's
favorite bath pastime is sucking
washcloths. Speaking of kids, it has
been more than nine months since
Phil and I have had a date without
them. As much as we love them, we
sure could use a break from them.
"Lord, while I'm thinking of it, I
want to thank you again for all those
wonderful people who have been
sending packages. It's so good to
know we're loved—plus it's nice not
to have to cook three meals a day
entirely from scratch. Thanks, too, for
my husband. What a wonderful friend
he is! And on days like today I thank
you especially for all those who are
interceding so faithfully on our
behalf. What would we do without
them?!
"I think Phil needs some extra
encouragement right now, Lord. You
know how frustrated he is about
things . . . like having to let the car-

penter go without getting the kitchen
cupboards and other carpentry work
done. He's not much of a repairman,
you know, Lord. So I think he wonders what's going to break down next.
The car, solar power system, and
fridge have all failed in the last couple
weeks. The doors are warped and
don't open right . . . and the plaster
crumbled off the door frame when the
wind slammed the door shut. The
driveway has washed away a few
times, too. So will you give him some
extra grace for whatever is going to
go next?
"I must admit, Lord, one of the
biggest things I don't understand is
why you haven't provided a language
teacher for us. That is what we're
supposed to be doing right now, isn't
i t . . . in between watching the kids,
taking care of household chores,
finances, correspondence, etc.? You
know how frustrating it is for us not
to be able to communicate on more
than a surface level with the people
we see every day. How are we going
to share your good news with them if
we can't speak their language?
"Lord, I have to be honest. We're
really discouraged . . . maybe even
depressed. We're trying to learn what
you have to teach us, to change to be
more like you. We know how much
we need that. Yet I'm beginning to
wonder, Lord. Do you really want us
here? We're asking some hard quesEvangelical Visitor

tions. We need some answers . . .
soon. If we have the answer to this
one we can hang on. Do you want us
here? We know we can depend on
you no matter what. We know you
are faithful. The question is this: did
we make a mistake in coming here?
We know you are with us even when
it seems you are not answering
prayers, even when we can't see anything happening. We just need to
know . . . is this where we're to be
right now?"
"YES!"

N

o, the answer didn't come in a
verbal "yes" from the Lord. It
came through seeing him answer
some prayers—specific prayers—for
us and for the people with whom
we've been building relationships.
Over the Christmas holiday, our
former language helper, Wixon, was
home from boarding school. Since
Wixon could interpret into Cheyao,
Phil used the opportunity to talk to
Binga (a man who works for us)
about Jesus Christ, the Bible, and the
need for both men to respond to what
they were hearing. After several long
discussions, both men prayed, committing themselves to following
Jesus. Please pray that the Lord will
protect these babes in Christ and provide Phil with an interpreter so he can
disciple Binga. (Wixon returned to
school.)
One Saturday morning in Feb-

ruary, Phil was reading a passage
from Luke in which Jesus cast out a
demon (4:33-37). Phil's prayer was,
"Lord, prepare me to know what to
do if such a situation would arise
here." About an hour later, the mason
who built our house came and told
Phil that his wife was sick. In the
middle of each of the previous four
nights she had been wakened and
troubled by the spirit of her grandmother. The spirit was demanding
that she hold a feast in her honor.
George and his wife had no money
to give a feast. Phil called Binga and
had him read the passage in Luke
from the Cheyao Testament. George
thought this seemed like the same sort
of situation; he asked Phil to come
and pray with them. So Phil went and
prayed for the wife, claiming the
authority of Jesus in telling the demon
to go. The next morning Phil went to
see the family. The demon had not
returned that night; however, the wife
had a high fever. So Phil prayed to
God to take the fever away. George
came the next morning to tell us that
the fever was gone. We believe that
God heard and answered both of
these prayers directly. George and his
wife have invited Phil back to pray
with them again.
Shortly thereafter we were wakened one Wednesday night by my
friend, Adulana, an older woman in
the village. Her four-month-old
grandson was very sick, and they
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wanted us to take him to the hospital.
We looked up his symptoms in our
book, Where There is No Doctor, and
they were classic symptoms of
meningitis: high fever, convulsions,
stiff neck and spine, vomiting,
bulging soft spot, etc. Phil rushed him
to the hospital and asked the nurses
please to care for the baby quickly
since he probably had meningitis.
They looked at the child's eyelids,
announced he was anemic and
ordered a bottle of blood (for the anemia) to be given the next morning
along with aspirin (for the fever) and
chloroquine (for malaria). He was discharged the next afternoon, coming
home with all the same symptoms
plus very labored breathing. The only
thing we knew to do was pray, so we
prayed. The next morning we asked
Binga how Adulana's grandson was
doing. He replied in Cheyao that he
was fine. "Do you mean a little bit
better," I responded, "or really fine?"
He replied that the child was really
fine. We went right over to the house
and found the baby back to normal.
All of the symptoms were gone. We
believe this was a miracle, and Adulana agrees that God heard and answered our prayers. Praise his name!
Around that same time the Lord
gave us a language helper. Mr.
Mpemba is a primary school teacher
in the village next to ours. He comes
to the house three afternoons a week
to help us. Thus far we are very
pleased with him, and we've started
to make progress again in Cheyao.
We've also had more time to be with
our neighbors, listening and practicing what we're learning. Thank you,
Lord!
Other than Mr. Mpemba's availability to help us, our circumstances
haven't changed. But God has given
us the assurance that he wants us
here, and that is enough. We long for,
need, and depend on your prayers,
though. Please don't stop. There is a
battle going on here, and we are in
the thick of it.
•

Doreen, Phil, and Renee Byers with
Fannie Longenecker, who in March 1991
visited the missionaries in Malawi to do
teaching on spiritual warfare.
IS

od at work in our world
Connections
Mint Stern—Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
One of our fond dreams has been to
visualize some of our international students connecting with our overseas missionaries some day. We're beginning to
see it!

B

right-eyed Japanese Mi breezed in
for lunch and a visit while here for a
December wedding. The two years back
home since her U.S. studies were difficult
as she struggled to reenter a traditional
society from which she had tasted freedom.
Sharing with her the worth of having a
friend in Jesus during troubled times, we
were surprised to hear her say, "I think I
should know more about that." But how
much can you do when it's already time
to go? I shoved a Bible study into her
hands (she already had an unread Bible),

Navajo Mission. New Mexico

A tribute
to
Louise Werito
by Jeff Sechrist
As we go through this life, we learn to
know and love many people. Louise
Werito was such a person. I came to
know her about three years ago when we
moved to the mission. Although we could
not communicate with words because of
the language barrier, we still shared with
her our respect and love.
Last April when Connie's parents
were visiting, we stopped at the Shiprock
Flea Market. We met Louise there and
greeted her in Navajo. She then asked
Connie, in Navajo, if the folks with us
were her parents. We had just been learning the Navajo words for the various family relationships. When Connie responded to her with a "yes" in Navajo, she was
all smiles. The look on her face when one
greeted her in church, and in her deal16

and she promised to keep in touch. "You
have given me insight," she said. "I'll try
to get into a Bible study," and she was
gone.
Pulling the atlas off the shelf, I was
delighted to see that Mi's city is not far
from Doyle and Thelma Book on Kyushu
Island. By now they should be connected,
so pray that Mi will open her heart to
Jesus.
"HPon" left in February for Thailand
X and his Buddhist environment, not
having shown any real hunger for something better while he was here. When we
told him of our friends in Bangkok who
could help him keep up his English, he
was pleased to take the Brubakers' and
Gary Dixon's address, promising to write
and contact them.

with us since September, wrote her a
four-page letter, sharing how vital her
Christian faith is to her.
In January we met Luis, who would
like to meet our friends, Bruce and Merly
Bundy, when he returns to Madrid. Luis
was birthed Catholic. Pray for him.

A

lso in January, missionaries to
Colombia, Bob and Carol Geiger
and their two Colombian "daughters,"
shared an evening of food and spiritual
inspiration with Spanish residents of our
apartment complex. Ten Espanol singers
with two guitars and tambourine created
real atmosphere and Christian encouragement. One of the couples asked many
questions about how to know God's will
for your life.

H

These items can furnish variety in
your intercession as you move around the
world. Events surrounding the Billy
Graham Philadelphia Crusade (June 24-

ings with us when we bought rugs from
her in the Craft Shop always showed her
love for us. Granny, as we affectionately
called her, will be missed by her family.
Not only will her sons and daughters,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren
miss her, we, her church family, deeply
sense the loss too.
Louise was born in March of 1907,
and lived in the local area for all of her
life. She was married to the late Jim
Werito, who preceded her in death on
July 9, 1989. They had six children and
also raised another daughter. She became
a Christian in the early 1950s and walked
with the Lord until her death. She also
had the joy of seeing her husband come
to know Christ as his personal Savior.
Several of her children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren have come to
know Christ as well. Louise left this
world as a person who still cared very
much about her family and her church.
Her greatest desire was to see all her family know Jesus Christ. Perhaps someday
that will come true. We who are left here
need to pick up that burden and help see
this dream fulfilled. Granny, we will do
our best.

Not only did Louise raise a family,
but sheep and goats as well. I wonder if
she ever felt the sheep and goats were
easier. She was also an excellent rug
weaver. I felt it was a privilege to buy a
rug from her and always tried to make
her smile with the money she received.
She had stopped weaving, but still had
her livestock. It was a lot of work, but
though she did have some help, I think it
helped keep her in good physical condition.
Louise was an inspiration in church.
There would be times when she would
stand to testify to the presence of God in
her life. She would talk about how good
the Lord is, how important it is to continue walking with him and she would urge
the "younger" people in the church to get
involved in serving the Lord. Although
she was unable to read the Word, she was
a godly woman.
Louise Werito went home to be with
her Lord on December 23, 1991. Although her death was tragic, I know she is
at peace in the presence of the God she
loved so much. May this be true for all of
us when it is our time to go.
•

ave you been praying for Maria in
Spain? Upon hearing Maria's story,
Mayra from Venezuela, who has lived
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28) are in our daily prayers. Our city is in
big trouble, and only God can help us.

Purpose and
persistence in
meeting a need
Elizabeth Brandt—Mtshabezi Hospital, Zimbabwe
In October I received a letter from the
office of the Provincial Medical Director
offering the hospital $1,000 to train AIDS
counselors here. Within two weeks I had
to draw up a proposal detailing program,
personnel, budget, etc. We decided to
hold three one-day workshops (utilizing
hospital staff as resource persons) for
nurses and aides to teach them basic
information about AIDS and to teach
basic counseling skills. For those interested in becoming AIDS counselors (we
expected 40-50 pastors), we planned a
two-day workshop in January during
which we would bring in outside resource
persons.
National AIDS Week was observed in
November and World AIDS Day on
December 7. Since I serve on the District
AIDS Committee, I was deeply involved
in planning activities for those two
events. The main desire of the government is to educate the public. Keep in
mind that many rural folk do not have

access to radios, TVs, newspapers or billboards, which are used for spreading
information. Many of them know little
about the disease that is killing them, and
many are innocent victims.
Zulu (the AIDS nurse-specialist) and I
feel a great burden to reach the youth
before they become sexually active. We
showed a video at Mtshabezi Secondary
School one evening and followed it the
next day with lectures and questionanswer times in many classes. With the
breakdown of the extended family in
these changing times, the young people
are not receiving the information and
advice they need to mature responsibly.
They were very open and asked many
questions. Some suggested to the headmaster that this be incorporated into the
curriculum.
For the rest of the week we traveled
with a drama team and did two programs
per day in schools and such high-risk areas
as the mines. We were surprised at the little information most people have about
the disease, and we would like to continue this program in more schools and businesses. Our drama group, Ngiyesaba ("I
am afraid"), competed on World AIDS
Day and came away with first prize.
These folk are giving their time to participate in this education effort, and they
work very hard to make the presentation
good.

Health care and the church...
continued from page 11

At Mtshabezi, we have begun doing
home visits and home-based care of
AIDS patients in the end stage of the disease. We take the patient home from the
hospital and spend time with the family in
the village teaching them about the disease and how to care for the patient. In
this setting, with the severity of the disease so evident and emotional involvement deep, people ask questions and listen carefully to what we tell them. This is
one of my favorite parts of the AIDS
work. But due to staffing shortages, much
of this must be done after normal working
hours. That sorely limits how extensively we can carry out this program.
Your prayers for this work will be
appreciated. We have many visions, but
we need more time and more staff to
carry them out. We need more dedicated
Christian counselors; HIV+ patients have
many needs, but the most crucial is spiritual care. When they are told they have a
terminal disease, often resulting from a
sinful lifestyle, many are open to learning
about God's love and receiving his forgiveness. You cannot pray enough for
wisdom and insight on the part of the
counselors who help these patients and
their families. The possibilities for outreach and education seem endless.
•

the one time in my whole week that I really feel loved and
accepted." Why didn't he feel accepted in the church? "In
church, people are reluctant to talk about their hurts. They feel
they have to come to church with a smile and put on a performance" (Jerry Alport, Director of Central Counseling
Center, St. Louis, Mo.). People with emotional pain feel
threatened. They avoid places where people seem perfect.
Dialogue '92 struggled to formulate directions for the
church interested in pursuing this type of involvement. Among
the many suggestions are these:
—that each congregation consider appointing a health ministries team to initiate and coordinate health initiatives
—that healing services be incorporated in the church program and the worship service
—that congregations promote educational programs about
health and wholeness by Sunday school classes, retreats, or
seminars.
A wealth of materials have been developed and are readily available to assist in developing a ministry of healing and
wholeness.
•

tion programs is not unusual. Exercise groups have also been
promoted by congregations. Church sponsored sports programs might also, without too great a stretch of the imagination, be considered health oriented. In addition, a host of
materials have been produced to use in Sunday school classes on health and wholeness.
Recovery programs are also appropriate vehicles for registering a willingness to be involved with hurting people.
Groups have been offered for recovering alcoholics or substance abusers, divorce recovery, victims of physical or sexual abuse, eating disorders, grief recovery, single parents, and
the list goes on. One survey (sponsored by Leadership
Magazine) of 500 church leaders reported 31 percent of the
churches they represent have offered recovery ministries in the
past year. Perhaps more significant than what they have done
is what they are willing to do. Seventy-seven percent feel
favorable to the recovery ministry and would be willing to
offer some group(s) in their church.
A number of caveats apply. Recovery programs should be
offered only with thoughtful preparation. One good reason to
Dr. Robert H. Smith is a Brethren in Christ psychiatrist living in
sponsor recovery programs was offered by a young man who Souderton, Pa. A news report on Dialogue '92 appeared in the May
found his way back in a recovery program. 'This," he said, "is issue of the Visitor.
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Allegheny Conference
John 3:16 was the topic of the sermons in
April for the Abundant Life church, Uniontown, Pa. • On April 26 the Air Hill church,
Chambersburg, Pa., had Spring Rally Day
with the Wingert Family Singers. Four persons were baptized on Apr. 5. Prior to Easter
Sunday, 375 homes were visited. • Ray Kipe
was guest speaker at the Easter sunrise service
on the lawn of the Antrim church, Chambersburg. The adult choir presented an evening
Concert of Praise. • Twila Manganella was
the Apr. 30 mother-daughter banquet singer
and speaker for the Canoe Creek congregation, Hollidaysburg, Pa. Ken Hepner led
revival services May 3-8. • The Chambersburg, Pa., congregation celebrated their 85th
anniversary on Apr. 12 with an evening video
presentation to "enlighten the young and bring
back memories for the older members." The
celebration also will be marked by a new pictorial directory.
The youth of the Fairview Ave. congregation had a retreat Apr. 24-26 at Camp Eder.
Proceeds from a youth-sponsored spaghetti
dinner May 9 went to missions. • On Apr. 5
the Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro,
Pa., saw the film "The Appointment." On
Easter the chancel choir presented the cantata
"Worthy Is the Lamb." • The Green Spring
congregation, Newville, Pa., had an Apr. 1215 Spring Crusade with musicians and speakers, the Pfeifers. The youth had a May 3 comedy night. • The Messiah College Singers
were in concert Apr. 5 at the Hollowell
church, Waynesboro, Pa. Roger Nowell spoke
in an evening service planned by the youth on
Apr. 26. • The Iron Springs church, Fairfield,
Pa., had their Easter sunrise service at Ski

Liberty, followed by 9:30 worship, an Easter
egg hunt, and a Sunday school video for the
children. • Bishop C.B. Byers led Apr. 5-8
revival meetings for the Martinsburg, Pa.,
congregation. The people filled 15 grocery
bags for distribution by MCC in Philadelphia.
The Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., presented their 12th annual Living
Cross program of pageantry and song on Apr.
17,18, and 19. • The emphasis was on growth
potential at the Apr. 2 meeting of the New
Guilford, Chambersburg, Pa., board of Care
Group Ministry. Training sessions for the
seven care group leaders were Mar. 31 and
Apr. 21. • The South Mountain Chapel congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., had a carry-in
meal Mar. 29 to say farewell to the Russell
pastoral family. Bill Baublitz, Jr., spoke at the
Easter sunrise service. • The Springhope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa., hosted the annual
S-2 hymn sing Apr. 5 to standing room only.
• The Van Lear church, Williamsport, Md.,
held renewal services Apr. 9-12 with Bishop
Kipe. On Apr. 26, William Holtry of the Blue
Mountain church, Roxbury, Pa., spoke in a
pulpit exchange. • On Apr. 19 Henry and
Martha Ginder delivered a missions message
to the Walkersvllle, Md., congregation. The
church had its annual geranium sale on May 2.

Atlantic Conference
The Tom Hartman family ministered on
piano and violin on Apr. 19 to the Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa. • On May 6
Harriet Bicksler reported to the Cross Roads
congregation, Mount Joy, Pa., on her participation in the MCC study tour to Bolivia and
Brazil. • The Elizabethtown church is orga-

Timothy Lewis
ordained
Pastor James Timothy Lewis was
ordained to the Christian ministry at the
Bloomington Chapel Brethren in Christ
Church, Columbia, Kentucky, on Sunday,
March 29, 1992. Louis Cober, Bishop of
the Southeast Conference, was present to
officiate in the service of ordination.
Pastor Lewis, with his wife Teresa,
began pastoral ministry at Bloomington
Chapel in September 1989. As a bi-vocational pastor he showed diligence in pastoral ministry, providing for family needs
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and in completing the study requirements
for ordination. The Lewises have four
children: Luticia, Lucinda, James (Jay)
and Allison.

nizing a group with the intent of gathering
materials for a congregational history. The
church received 13 new members on Apr. 26.
• The Pioneer Clubs of the Fairland church,
Cleona, Pa., had "family fun day" May 3 at
the Lebanon Valley Youth for Christ building.
Five persons were commissioned Apr. 5 into
the Stephen Ministries program. • On Apr. 5
Bill Miller and Mary Beth Bowser from the
Highland congregation (Ohio) led a service
of music and worship for the Fellowship
Chapel congregation, Bronx, N.Y. On Apr.
24 a drama team from Elim Bible Church presented "One Spotless Lamb."
Janet Peifer spoke at the May 5 motherdaughter banquet of the Free Grace church,
Millersburg, Pa., on 'Take Care of Yourself—
and Be a Good Mom Too!" • Participants at a
workday Apr. 25 at the Harrisburg, Pa.,
church were treated to pizza at noon. • The
Hershey, Pa., church sponsored the Apr. 2426 Atlantic Conference Youth Retreat with
resource leader Perry Engle. • The Hummelstown, Pa., church exceeded their "Walking
Higher" goal of $6,000 for rebuilding the
parking lot. • Dwane Gehman and Mark
Simmons did a dramatic reading about Judas
and Barabbas during an Apr. 16 footwashing
and communion service of the Lancaster, Pa.,
church. • The entire Manor congregation,
Mountville, Pa., worshiped together for the
first time in 10 years on Easter Sunday at the
Fine Arts Center of Lancaster Mennonite
High School. Music was by the Warren Preston Trio, the Chapel and Chime Choirs, and
Gwendolyn Lentz. • Alvin and Thata Book
spoke Apr. 26 about mission work in Venezuela to the Mastersonville congregation,
Manheim, Pa. Allon and Jeannette Dourte
donated a Ficus (fig) tree to commemorate
their 50 years of marriage. • On Apr. 12, the
Millersville, Pa., congregation had an evening
of fellowship and encouragement for the
members of the Centerville church planting
project.
Cyndi Garber gave a concert Apr. 5 at the
Mt. Pleasant church, Mount Joy, Pa. The
Adult Bible Class sponsored an ice cream
birthday party Apr. 10 at Paxton Street Home.
John Graybill led special services Apr. 12-15.
• More than 170 people were present at the
fifth anniversary celebration of the New
Covenant congregation, Quakertown, Pa., on
Mar. 29. John Byers and Warren Hoffman
attended. • Bob Hempy led Holy Week services Apr. 13-15 for the Palmyra, Pa., church.
"The Stars Are Shining in 1992" was the
theme of the May 2 Ladies Spring Banquet. •
On Apr. 25 the Pequea church, Lancaster,
Pa., hosted "Missions Extravaganza," the 33rd
Annual Conference of the Atlantic Conference
Missions Prayer Fellowship. • Phil Keefer
and Janet Peifer filled the pulpit of the Refton,
Evangelical Visitor

Pa., church in April. A guess-who's-comingto-dinner was Apr. 12.
The Shenks church, Elizabethtown, Pa.,
closed its Wednesday children's Agape Clubs
for the year with a sundae party. • The
Silverdale, Pa., congregation began a junior
church program in April for ages 9-12 to supplement children's church, ages 4-8. On Apr.
16 the congregation had a fellowship supper,
living last supper, and candlelight communion. • The Skyline View church, Harrisburg,
Pa., has a new "special touches" outreach ministry which will make meaningful contacts
with new people in a variety of creative ways.
• The Souderton, Pa., church had a special
offering May 3 for drought victims food relief
in Zimbabwe. On Apr. 12 the choir presented
the cantata "Calvary's Love" and the three
handbell choirs performed. • Celeste Schiller
spoke Apr. 12 about missions service in
Africa to the Stowe, Pa., congregation. Omer
King preached Apr. 26 to the Summit View
congregation, New Holland, Pa., as part of a
pulpit exchange with Pequea.

Canadian Conference
On Apr. 13-19 the Delisle, Sask., congregation sponsored creation scientist Don
Chittick. • The River Brethren singing group
from Niagara Christian College gave a program Apr. 12 for the Falls View church,
Niagara Falls, Ont. On Maundy Thursday the
congregation had a chili supper and footwashing. • The Heise Hill congregation,
Gormley, Ont., attended a joint Good Friday
service at the Oak Ridges, Ont., church. •
Bishop Shaw was present Mar. 29 for the
installation of Susan Lofthouse as deacon at
the Houghton church, Langton, Ont. • On
Apr. 26 Pastor Lough reported on Canadian
Conference to the Kindersley, Sask., church.
Family bowling was May 3. • From May
10—June 21 the Lakeside church, Calgary,
Alb., planned a Family Life Series including
guest speaker Marilyn Kish; the two-part
Dobson "Children at Risk" film; and a
Father's Day sermon, "How to Be Genuinely
Masculine!"
On Apr. 5 musician Mork Sorell and puppet "J.D." performed in the morning service of
the North East Community church, Calgary,
Alb. • In April the Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation enjoyed a variety of speakers: Alvin
and Thata Book about Venezuela; Walt and
Nancy Dowling from Transport for Christ;
and Jeff House on his recent ministry tour of
Russia. • Rachel Leadley and Ben Gooderham spoke recently to the Orchard Creek
fellowship, St. Catharines, Ont., about their
summer missions plans to Russia and Peru
respectively. • The River Brethren were in
concert Apr. 5 at the Port Colborne, Ont.,
church. Six persons were baptized Apr. 12. •
The Ridgemount church, Hamilton, Ont., had
the Easter play "Eternity Now." In April they
viewed the video on pornography, "Naked
and Uncensored," produced by the Task Force
on the Family.

E.V. Timelines^
100 Years Ago
June 1, 1892 issue—In an article, "Living Above Worldly Amusements"
by Charles G. Finney: "Remember, the question is not 'What harm is there in
this proposed amusement?' but 'What good can it do? Is it the best way in
which I can spend my time? Will it be more pleasing to God and more for the
interest of His kingdom than anything else at present possible to me?' If not,
it is not an innocent amusement, and I cannot engage in it without sin! The
question often arises: 'Are we never to seek such amusements?' I answer: It
is our privilege and our duty to live above a desire for such amusements."
Same issue—In reporting on General Conference, held in Ontario, Editor
Davidson bemoans the low attendance by the churches west of Pittsburgh:
"From the great State of Illinois, only one delegate, and only one from Indiana,
only one from Southern Ohio, having a constituency of probably three hundred
members, five from Northern Ohio, and none from Michigan, none from
Iowa or Missouri. Kansas had a representation of ten. . . . We will say that
while there was probably not as much progressive work done as some other
conferences, and not as much as the friends of progress could have wished, yet
upon the whole it was a good conference and will pass into history as a meeting long to be remembered as a means of education with regard to our duty."

75 Years Ago
June 4, 1917 issue—Editor Detweiler, commenting on his participation in
General Conference, held near Detroit, Kansas, says: "Autos, the telephone, the
typewriter, are modern conveniences which figure largely in the holding of
such conventions, and to do without them would seem to be distinctly a hardship
The question of Non-Resistance received considerable attention....
We are on record in Washington as a Non-Resistant body, and in the bill
recently passed and signed by the President provision is made for our exemption. . . . Upon the request of the Canadian b r a n c h e s . . . , the Canadian name,
Tunker, will be embodied in the literature and official documents . . . as a matter of proper identification. . . . Complying with a request received from the
United Zion's Children, known locally as the Brinser people, asking for space
for printing Church News as it affects their body . . . space to the extent of one
to two pages was accorded to them for one y e a r . . . . The relations between this
Communion and our Brotherhood is cordial at present, and we hope this step
may become a bond of closer union and increased cordiality."

50 Years Ago
June 8, 1942 issue—A lead article by "E.M. Sider" is called "The First
Church Conference," an exposition of the first "General Conference" of apostles, elders, and brethren in Jerusalem.

25 Years Ago
June 5, 1967 issue—ran seminary graduation notices for James R. Engle,
Norman Bert, and John Stoner.
Same issue—Messiah College announced groundbreaking for a new
women's dormitory; plans for the Kline Foundation Hall of Science; and
architectural work on new dining hall and physical education facilities.

10 Years Ago
June 10, 1982 issue—featured articles about the 50th anniversary of
Niagara Christian College.
Same issue—the lead article and the editorial focused on the new Cooperative Ministries concept to be discussed at General Conference.

Jack McClane, executive director of the
Board for World Missions, spoke Apr. 12 at
June 1992
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To glow in the dark
"Let your light shine," Jesus said. The West Side Brethren in Christ
Church, Chambersburg, Pa., now has a steeple that shines at night to
draw attention to the church and to God.
Five years ago on Easter Sunday 1987, the first service was held in
the West Side Church. The church was begun through the Allegheny
Conference Board of Evangelism and Church Planting and five surrounding Brethren in Christ churches who joined to support it on a five
year decreasing basis.

the Rosebank church, Petersburg, Ont. On
Apr. 26 Pastor Main began a sermon series on
"Dealing with the Devil." • On May 1-3 the
Springvale, Ont., congregation had missions
emphasis with Kevin Oates (Haiti); Monique
Tute (Kingdom Building Ministries, U.S.A.
and Canada); Jeff House (Soviet Union trip);
and Ed Sider (Children's Homes International,
Guatamala). • A "How to Give Away Your
Faith" seminar was given Thursday evenings
in May at the Upper Oaks church, Oakville,
Ont. • The Valleyview congregation, Calgary, Alb., viewed the four-part Billy Graham
film series on hope during May. • Renewal
week was Apr. 9-12 at the Wainfleet, Ont.,
church with Luke Keefer, Sr. The Christian
Service Brigade banquet was Apr. 25. • On
Mar. 29, 24 persons were received as members at the Westheights church, Kitchener,
Ont. Al and Thata Book gave a message and
slides of Venezuela on Apr. 5.

This year on Easter Sunday, a joyous celebration was held. Fifty people attended the sunrise service outside the church with 45 remaining for
breakfast. Following the meal Saundra Wingert and Cathy Parson presented solos and led the congregation in an hour of Easter and praise
music.
The worship service featured a solo by Robin Hill from the congregation, and reminiscences by Rev. and Mrs. Edward Rickman, the first
pastor and wife. Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker, chairman of the original
steering committee, challenged the congregation to worship only the
Lord God through stories from his recent missionary trip. Bishop H.
Frank Kipe dedicated the new projects of the church: a steeple which is
lighted from within, a lighted sign with a brick base, a garage to store
the lawn mowing equipment, and the tractor with mower.
Attendance in the worship service was 89. The offering goal of
$10,000 was exceeded by $2,085, with $2,000 of it given by two of the
sponsoring churches. The offering, plus money and pledges from donors
outside the congregation, totaled $19,710 for debt retirement. The noon
fellowship meal at the St. Thomas Ruritan Club was a celebration of the
Lord's blessing on the day's activities.
In March of 1987, over 100 people met on a Saturday for a church
raising. At the end of the day, the church structure was completed and
locked. The well-planned facility is a testimony of cooperation and
vision, but travelers on Route 30 had not always recognized the structure as a church. So March of this year saw a smaller number of people
constructing the steeple, garage and sign. The shared work experience
of both events will be remembered a long time by those involved in
building or providing food.—A. Ruth Lehman

Knepper of Miami County Hospice. The most
valuable items from a recent break-in at the
church have been recovered.
The Friendship Circle group (over 50s) of
the Nappanee, Ind., church met Apr. 24 to
view the videotape of John Hostetter's memorial service. Member Paul Johns was named
Fellowship of Christian Athletes "Indiana
Athlete of the Year" at a May 12 banquet in
Indianapolis. • Jim Mock presented a TEAM
leadership seminar May 2 at the Peace
Chapel church, Ravenna, Ohio. Guest preacher Apr. 26 was P.J. Meduri, Director of the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. • Paul Race
was guest speaker Apr. 5 at the Phoneton
church, Tipp City, Ohio. • The Rosedale
Bible Institute Chorale was in concert Apr.
10 at the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church. • The
adults quizzed the youth team on Apr. 5 at
the Union Grove church, New Paris, Ind.

Midwest Conference
Central Conference
The May 8 mother-daughter covered dish
dinner theme at the Amherst church,
Massillon, Ohio, was "I remember Mother..."
Pastor Hamblin has accepted a new five-year
term. • On Apr. 1 Jesse Heise spoke to the
Beulah Chapel church, Springfield, Ohio, on
keeping the total body healthy and its relationship to the spiritual life. The choir gave the
cantata "Hallelujah! Praise the Lamb" on
Easter. Dorothy Bolin of North Carolina gave
a mini concert on Apr. 26. • The Christian
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., hosted the
Presbyterian and Methodist churches for an
Easter sunrise service. • Evening speakers
Apr. 12 for the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio were Chaplain Pete Hood of
Montgomery County Hospice and Winnie
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On Apr. 26 the Abilene, Kan., church had
a potluck meal and church growth planning
discussion. • The Bethany congregation,
Thomas, Okla., has adopted the South Oklahoma City church as their daughter church.
Fifteen volunteers from Bethany recently
picked up 38 bags of trash during Oklahoma
Trash-off Day. On Apr. 14 the congregation
hosted Michael Reardon presenting from
memory the Gospel of Mark. • The Mound
Park congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa, had
revival services Mar. 30—Apr. 5 with Wilbur
Benner. • On Apr. 26 Marion Heisey spoke to
Navajo Chapel members, Bloomfield, N.M.,
about the counseling ministry and beginnings
of a rehabilitation outreach. • The Oklahoma
City, Okla., church recently doubled its parking area. Average March worship attendance

was 62. • The Rosebank church, Hope, Kan.,
had its second annual "ABC and Friends"
roller skating party on Apr. 26. • Henry and
Martha Ginder spoke about missions on Apr.
12 to the Zion congregation, Abilene, Kan.
The congregation took a look at upcoming
General Conference issues on Apr. 26.

Pacific Conference
The senior high youth of the Moreno
church, Moreno Valley, Calif., had a BBQ
lunch fundraiser recently. The junior high
youth went on a trip Apr. 4-8 to the Grand
Canyon. The church planned a May 2 progressive dinner. • Graybill Brubaker was missions speaker Apr. 12 for the Ontario, Calif.,
congregation. • The trumpet artistry of
Norman Wingert highlighted the Easter sunrise service of the Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore. The congregation sponsored the service on the campus of Lake
Labish Elementary School. Pastor Sanders led
two seminars Apr. 5 and 12 during the Sunday
school hour: "Bring Your Friends" and "The
User Friendly Church." • Kent Byers was
installed May 17 as pastor of the Riverside,
Calif., church. • The two-part Dobson film
"Children at Risk" was shown Apr. 26 and
May 3 to the Upland, Calif., congregation.

Southeast Conference
On Easter the Bloomington Chapel congregation, Columbia, Ky., had 116 present.
The church hopes to begin construction soon
on new bathrooms, church office, and entrance. • On Apr. 12 the Community Bible
congregation, Sarasota, Fla., had a picnic, baptismal service, and Easter egg hunt. A new
group has begun based on the 12-step ChristEvangelical Visitor

centered program for women involved in dysfunctional homes. The choir presented "The
Lamb Has Prevailed" on Easter. • The Sunday
school on Apr. 26 at the Holden Park church,
Orlando, Fla., focused on discovery of gifts;
congregational vision was the topic in the
afternoon following a carry-in meal. • The
video "Perfect Peace" was shown Apr. 5 at the
Winchester, Va., church. Average attendance
in March was 30, compared to 19 in 1991.

Susquehanna Conference
An Easter evening program at the Big
Valley church, Belleville, Pa., involved the
children and the adult choir. • The Apr. 12
love feast and footwashing service of the
Carlisle, Pa., church concluded with a video,
"The Passover." The senior choir presented
"Calvary's Love" on Apr. 26. • Twelve persons were baptized Apr. 12 at the Cedar
Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa. • The Greater
Vision Trio presented a concert Apr. 14 for
the Cedar Heights church, Mill Hall, Pa. The
women's fellowship mystery dinner was May
2. • The men of the Colyer church, Centre
Hall, Pa., served Easter breakfast. The speaker was Raymond Peachey. • The Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa., joined
other area churches Apr. 4 to sponsor Don
Francisco in concert at Boiling Springs High
School. "Sew On and Sow Forth" is the name
of the new ladies' sewing group. • The ladies'
fellowship of the Dillsburg, Pa., church sponsored an Apr. 4 trip to Washington, D.C. Leo
Thornton led renewal services Apr. 24-26.
On Apr. 5 at the Fairview church, Reesers
Summit, Pa., the Penn View Bible Institute
Male Quartet presented an Easter musical. A
covered dish dinner followed. The church
experienced record attendance on Easter of
121. • The Grantham, Pa., church has
formed a refugee task force in anticipation of
the arrival of a family from Russia. • Charlie
Byer was Holy Week speaker Apr. 15-19 at
the Green Grove church, Spring Mills, Pa.
The youth sponsored the film "Stuck in a
Nightmare: the Sean Sellers Story" on Apr.
26. • On Apr. 5 Andy Sayre showed pictures
of his medical mission to Mexico to the
Jemison Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa.
Revival meetings with Ralph Palmer were
Apr. 12-15. • Bishop Hawbaker spoke at the
Apr. 1 midweek service of the Locust Grove
church, York, Pa. • Melba Strouse was speaker at the May 8 mother-daughter banquet of
the Marsh Creek church, Howard, Pa. The
congregation honored graduates at a May 5
banquet.
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation
hosted open house in their new church on Apr.
12. The dedication was Apr. 26 with Bishop
Hawbaker, and Revs. Larry Titus, Ray Bert,
Eugene Heidler, and John Graybill. • The
Messiah Village church, Mechanicsburg,
received seven new members on Apr. 5. On
Apr. 8 Emily Griffiths shared about her recent
trip with Young Life to the former Soviet
Union. • On Apr. 5 the drama club from
Lancaster Bible College presented to the
Redland Valley congregation, York Haven,
June 1992

Pa., "Bridge of Blood" about five martyred
missionaries in Ecuador. • George Kibler of
Messiah Village was the Apr. 5 speaker at the
Wesley church, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. Rupert
Turman spoke at the Apr. 25 men's fellowship
breakfast. • The West Shore church choir,
Mechanicsburg, gave the Easter cantata,
"Hallelujah! Praise the Lamb." On primary
election day, Apr. 28, the missions sewing
auxiliary held a food and bake sale as the
community came to the polls located at the
church.

For The Record
Births
Arnold: George Louis Parkin, Mar. 27;
Will and Annaka Arnold, Grace Community
congregation, Ga.
Asper: Benjamin Kyle, Mar. 27; Clayton
and Leona (Whitesel) Asper, Harrisburg congregation, Pa.
Bailey: Josiah Christopher, Oct. 8, 1991;

Gary and Rita Bailey, Dillsburg congregation,
Pa.
Dale: Susanna Kathryn, Mar. 29; Darrell
and Andrea (Detwiler) Dale, Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Gibble: DeRauk Austin, Apr. 12; DeRay
and Karen (Miller) Gibble, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Greer: Alexander Bruce, Apr. 1; Bruce
and Patty (Johnson) Greer, Harrisburg congregation, Pa.
Harper: Sarah Andrea, Dec. 24, 1991;
Andre and Krista Harper, Ontario congregation, Calif.
Heagy: Hilary Frey, Apr. 9; Steven and
Heather (Frey) Heagy, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Hostetler: Bryan James, Mar. 11; Karl
and Suzanne Hostetler, Ontario congregation,
Calif.
Marlow: Emily Rose, Mar. 31; Bill and
Margaret Marlow, Lakeview congregation,
Mich.
Martin: Kolby Randall, Mar. 24; Keith
and Julie (Hess) Martin, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Mast: Kailee Nicole, Apr. 9; Bob and Val
Mast, Cumberland Valley congregation, Pa.

«

Scholarship
for the
Young Church
Musician
Sponsored by the Board for Congregational Life
through its Music Trust Fund
These scholarships of $200 are to be used for private music lessons.
Eligibility:
1. Applicant must be a member or regular attender of a Brethren in
Christ congregation.
2. Applicant's age must be 13 to 19 as of September 1, 1992.
3. Applicant must be presently studying music, and must be participating in some way in the music program of the local congregation.
4. Applicant must exhibit potential for assuming responsibilities in
the area of church music.
5. Recommendation by the pastor or a church musician must accompany the application.
Application deadline: August 31, 1992. Plans are for the recipients
to be notified by September 30. For a scholarship application, contact:
Board for Congregational Life
P.O. Box 547
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
(717) 367-1806
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Mellinger: Derek Eugene, Mar. 8; Eugene
and Judy (Wingert) Mellinger, Cross Roads
congregation, Pa.
Nissley: Jaylene Danielle, Mar. 28;
Douglas and Lorretta (Bert) Nissley, Conoy
congregation, Pa.
Poppenweimer: Tyler Lewis, Mar. 21;
Mark and Connie (Hege) Poppenweimer,
Antrim congregation, Pa.
Stayman: Grace Marie, Apr. 18; Ronald
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Giving
with
joy
by Fred and Grace Holland

Fred and Grace continue to serve
under Brethren in Christ World
Missions, and Fred is open for
ministry in missions, revivals, and
church growth workshops. They
may be contacted at 1103 Rook
Drive, Ashland, OH 44805.

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - April 30,1992
1992
Proportionate
595.379
Congregational 582,406
Individual
12,973

1991
689.150
656,027
33,123

Designated and
Direct Giving
Congregational
Individual

149.652
91,321
58,331

180.130
139,177
40,953

Total to Date

745.031

869.280

Total Budget
4.142.279 3.835.885
Received to Date
17.9%
22.7%
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and Lisa (Williams) Stayman, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa.
Stein: Rachel Mae, Apr. 6; Nick and
Marsha Stein, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Thrush: Kurtis Ray, Apr. 2; Daryl and
Loreen (Benner) Thrush, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Updegrave: Tiffany Rose, Apr. 23; Kurt
and Robin (Hay) Updegrave, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa.

We've had a hard time getting the consent of o u r m i n d s to write t h i s . W e
remember that in giving, the left hand
should not know what the right hand is
doing. We also know that we have been
greatly inspired by the reports of other
who give joyfully, and believe that our
testimony can bring glory to God. Besides,
we know that it's not just our story—it's
yours too, you missions supporters—so
we've agreed to share it.
In marriage counseling we learned that
finances are often a problem for couples,
so we determined to manage our money
carefully. The Lord also provided some
limitations by putting us on a $100-a-yearper-person missionary allowance, so that
we had to live simply, especially since we
believed we should tithe what we received. That was good training which still
affects us.
The Lord helped us make ends meet,
and gradually we gathered a little reserve.
Then we read the story of Nate Saint, one
of five missionaries martyred by the Auca
Indians, and learned that he and his wife
did not keep savings but reinvested them
in some phase of their missionary aviation program. So when the need arose for
an effective set of audiovisuals and teaching materials for our Theological Education by Extension writers' workshops,
we asked the Lord if we should use the
$900 (all we had) to purchase them. He
led us to do that. W e were amazed that
within a few months the entire amount
was returned to us by various means. (We
knew that God doesn't always work that
way, since Fred had lived on crackers and
coffee one week at Messiah College after
giving away his grocery money in a missions offering.)
God enabled us to continue giving of
our money and our time. Missionary
allowances rose a little, and we were able
to continue serving in Africa until it was
time for a break for our sons' education.
Another period of careful management
followed as we cared for four teenage sons

Whisler: Ashley Marie, Mar. 6; Rick and
Susie Whisler, West Shore congregation, Pa.
Wolgemuth: Andrew Jordan, Mar. 19;
Andrew and Ginger (Schenk) Wolgemuth,
Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Weddings
Bumbaugh - Grove: Lori Ann, daughter
of Lawrence and Lois Grove, Chambersburg,
Pa., and Scott Harry, son of Harry and Mar-

in high school and community college in
Pasadena, Calif., and Fred taught at Fuller
S e m i n a r y School of W o r l d Mission,
receiving much of his salary in the form of
tuition for his own studies. Still we enjoyed tithing and giving offerings.
When our rent kept increasing, the
Lord led us to a house that had been hanging unsold on the market. With some help
from our extended family and from church
friends, we bought, refurbished (imagine a
carload of Upland Church members repainting it from front door to back), and
later remodeled parts of the house. W e
were amazed to be able to resell it a few
years later, pay off our mortgage, and buy
a house in Wheaton for cash.
For the next three years Fred (for the
first time in our married life) earned a normal salary, and since we did not need it all
to live on, we had "holy fun" giving much
of it away to kingdom needs. (Oh yes, the
Lord provided college tuition for our sons
through Fred's teaching—a major blessing!) One year the Lord allowed us the
excitement of giving $20,000 to Brethren
in Christ Missions. We could tell you of
continuing repercussions from that
"anonymous" gift.
Some people might be uncomfortable
with our principles: buying only what we
can pay for in cash (except real estate),
buying only vegetables and fruits in season, buying many foods in their natural
unprocessed state, taking advantage of
managers' specials on dated foods (we
now prefer "day old" bread), buying foods
in bulk when that is feasible, buying mostly second-hand clothes (some of our nicest
ones are from Goodwill), giving away
much more than the maximum allowable
for income tax deductions (as we remember Louis Sider's article on reducing URS
tax through giving), and trying not to raise
our standard of living. We've wrestled
with this last one knowing that in some
instances our time is more valuable than
the amount we would save. (We also
winced when we read an article on fitness
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garet Bumbaugh, Zullinger, Pa., Mar. 28, at
Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Wilbur Besecker and Rev. Gerald Wingert
officiating.
Grant - Beam: Kimberly Ann, daughter
of Allen and Darlene Beam, Ridgeway, Ont.,
and Gregory Benjamin, son of James and Barbara Grant, Sherkston, Ont., Apr. 4, at Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Leonard J. Chester officiating.

which said that every labor-saving
device we buy means a few more
pounds on our bodies.) We shop for
bargains, gratefully receive unsolicited gifts from those who want to support our overseas summer ministries,
and Fred is not beyond asking for discounts!
Stewardship of time is also a very
important issue to us. Through the
faithfulness of Brethren in Christ
givers we have spent many of our
years in Africa. We prayed that we
might serve the Lord and the church
faithfully during that time. When we
returned to part-time missionary service in Africa in 1981, the Lord provided a seminary at which to teach
missions in the United States so we
could pay some of our own costs of
traveling back and forth. At present
we share a two-thirds load at Ashland
Theological Seminary which allows
us to give to the local congregation
and denominational needs, and gives
us time and means for continuing to
teach overseas each year. W e have
consistently been able to give away
30 percent or more of this two-thirds
salary.
The story is not all roses. One year
we invested $10,000 in a partnership,
dedicating all anticipated profits to the
Lord's work. No profits have ever
been realized and our investment is
shrinking. We wish we had given the
money outright! Some circumstances
this year h a v e limited " s p e n d i n g
money," and we wonder if the Lord is
again checking our willingness to give
when funds are limited. We already
know there is joy in giving when it
hurts. In any case, we are willing to
trust and obey him.

Fred and Grace Holland served as
missionaries to Zimbabwe and Zambia
from 1955 to 1973 and 1981 to 1986.
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Herr - Drager: Debra A., daughter of Bob
and Ann Drager, Philadelphia, Pa., and Troy
S., son of Ron and Florence Herr, Holtwood,
Pa., Apr. 4, at Pequea Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Omer E. King officiating.
Karper - Nitterhouse: Jodi, daughter of
Joe and Judith Nitterhouse, Chambersburg,
Pa., and Glenn, son of Paul and Joanne
Karper, Shippensburg, Pa., Mar. 27, at Mt.
Rock Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Alan R. Wilson and Rev. Lloyd T. Zimmerman officiating.
Kitzmiller - C r a m e r : Connie Jean
Cramer and Jack Samuel Kitzmiller, Apr. 1, at
Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Lloyd T. Zimmerman officiating.
Larmand - Cober: Phyllis Cober, Barrie,
Ont., and Michael Larmand, Barrie, Mar. 14,
at Barrie Free Methodist Church with Rev.
Wayne Wardell officiating.
McFarland - Wolgemuth: Ruth M.,
daughter of John and Esther Wolgemuth,
Mount Joy, Pa., and Joseph E. McFarland, Jr.,
son of Joan Veith and Joseph McFarland, Apr.
18, at Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Dale H. Engle officiating.
Musser - Seiders: Amanda Lea, daughter
of Ronald M. and the late Rita F. Seiders,
Chambersburg, Pa., and Troy Edwin, son of
Kenneth E. Musser and C. Faye Musser,
Greencastle, Pa., Mar. 20, at Hollowell Brethren in Christ, with Rev. Wilbur Besecker officiating.
Myers - Fligg: Shawna, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Melbourne Fligg, Ontario, Canada,
and Anthony Ray, son of Ray and Rozanna
Myers, Orrstown, Pa., Mar. 28, at Rockledge,
Ha., Church of the Nazarene with Rev. Robert
Bland officiating.
Sheldon - Overturf: Crystal Marie Overturf, daughter of Gloria Waite, Chambersburg,
Pa., and Wally Overturf, Cherry Creek, N.Y.;
and Michael Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Sheldon, Randolph, N.Y., Mar. 21, at
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Douglas Kelchner and Rev. Kevin Witter
officiating.

Obituaries
Albert: Helen M. Albert, born May 14,
1919, in Armstrong Co., Pa., died Feb. 26.
Preceding her in death was her husband,
Harvey Albert. Surviving are two sons, James
R. and Richard E.; and two daughters, Mary
and Patricia. She was a member of the Skyline
View congregation, Pa., where funeral services were conducted by Rev. John A. Brubaker. Interment was in Middletown Cemetery.
Engle: Alma M. Engle, born Nov. 4,1923,
daughter of Irvin M. and Anna Hostetter
Wolgemuth, died Apr. 17. Surviving are her
husband, Donald D. Engle; 5 children, Stanley
K., Bonnie B., Mary L. Kurtz, Leslie D., and
David L.; and 10 grandchildren. She was
active in the Cross Roads (Pa.) congregation
throughout her life, including being spouse of

a deacon. She also was cook at Schock
Presbyterian Home for 20 years. The funeral
was held at the Cross Roads church with Rev.
Dale H. Engle officiating. Interment was in
the church cemetery.
Heisey: Edna M. Heisey, born Aug. 17,
1896, daughter of Amos H. and Lizzie Musser
Heisey, died Apr. 9. Surviving are two nieces,
Cora E. Bricker and Patricia Warner; a
nephew, Amos. A. Bricker; and a stepniece,
Bernice Engle. Edna was a retired supervisor
at Risser's Garment Factory, Elizabethtown,
Pa. She lived at Messiah Village since 1979.
She was a member of the Messiah Village
church, where the funeral was held with Rev.
J. Robert Lehman officiating. Interment was
in Cross Roads Cemetery.
Klawitter: Glenwood William Klawitter,
born July 28, 1924, died Apr. 15. Surviving
are his wife, Irene; two sons, Glenn W. Jr.,
and Wayne A.; a daughter, Janet I. Klugh;
two brothers, Lamar W. and Harold L.; two
sisters, Edna Snyder and Mae Eshelman; five
grandchildren; and several nieces and
nephews. Glenwood was retired from TRW,
an army veteran of World War II, a member
of Old Guards, and an elder of the Cumberland Valley Brethren in Christ Church, Pa.
The funeral was held at Neumyer Funeral
Home with Rev. Ray D. Bert officiating.
Interment was in Woodlawn Cemetery.
Light: Annie M. Light, born Mar. 4,1899,
daughter of David H. and Malinda Rank, died
Apr. 24. Preceding her in death was her husband, Galen B. Light in 1979; and a son,
Mark. Surviving are a son, Wilmer R.; a
daughter, Arlene Walters; four grandchildren;
four great-grandchildren; a brother, Henry
Rank; two sisters, Lizzie Kreiser and Ruth
Yeagley; and several nieces and nephews.
Annie was a member of the Fairland congregation, Pa., where the funeral was held with
Rev. Vernon L. Bosserman officiating. Interment was in Kachenderfer Cemetery.
Wilkins: Dewey H. Wilkins, born Nov.
22, 1898, son of Ulysses G. and Vera E.
Bennett Wilkens, died Mar. 15. Preceding him
in death was his wife, Vera E. (Mearkle); an
infant daughter, Dolores; 3 brothers; and 2
sisters. Surviving are 4 sons, Alfred, Bruce,
Arlyn, and Archie; 11 grandchildren; and 11
great-grandchildren. His granddaughter, Mrs.
John Brubaker, is a Brethren in Christ missionary to Thailand. Dewey was a member of
the Mt. Union Church of Christ, Menchtown,
Pa. Funeral services were at Dalla Valle
Funeral Chapel with Rev. Kenneth Mackie
and Rev. Lome Lichty officiating. Interment
was in Rock Hill Cemetery.

Bulletins are due on the first day of
each month. Please open the bulletins,
stack them with the most recent date on
the bottom, staple in the upper right
corner, and mail. Be sure the name of
your church is somewhere on the bulletins.
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CAN-AM Bible Quizzing Report
by R. Aubrey Hawton
Bible quizzing history was made on
Saturday, Apr. 4, 1992 at the Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church! For the first
time in the eight-year history of the CANAM Bible Quiz Meet, non-Brethren in
Christ teams walked away with two of
the top three team positions, and with
three of the top five quizzers.
The CAN-AM, which began as a
small, primarily Brethren in Christ quiz
tournament in 1985 under the direction of
R. Aubrey Hawton, Canadian Conference
Quiz Director, grew to include 28 teams
this year from three denominations
(Brethren in Christ, Nazarene, and
Missionary) and several states and
provinces (Ontario, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, Michigan, and New York).
Following a "long" day of exciting
quizzing, the final quizzes boiled down to
a showdown between Grantham (Pa.)

Brethren in Christ and Fawn Grove (Pa.)
Nazarene. Fawn Grove had advanced to
the finals through the winners' bracket,
having not lost a quiz during the entire
tournament. Their perfect record continued into the final quiz, and they defeated
the Grantham team in a closely contested
match which was not decided until late in
the quiz, when the Fawn Grove team
earned a 40-point bonus for having four
quizzers with correct answers.
Brethren in Christ teams, in order of
finish, included: Grantham (2), Carlisle
(4), Wainfleet I (6), Harrisburg I (7),
Westheights (8), Elizabethtown (9),
Wainfleet II (10), Stayner I (11), Mechanicsburg (12), Mount Pleasant (13),
Manheim (14), Fairview I (15), Palmyra
(16), Harrisburg II (17), Stayner II (20),
Cumberland Valley/Dillsburg (21),
Highland Park (22), Lakeview (23),

Churches distribute food,
ask cleanup help after riots
Now that relative calm has returned
following the late April and early May
riots, Christians in southern California
are mobilizing to meet the needs of those
affected by the violence.
According to Jeff Wright, vice president of the Council of Anabaptists in Los
Angeles, the pressing need is for food.
Some South-Central Los Angeles residents need to go more than 30 miles one
way to find a grocery store that is open,
Wright said.
Along with other organizations, the
Council of Anabaptists is involved in
food distribution. Three Mennonite
church buildings in the affected area are
being used as distribution points.
Mennonite Board of Missions and
Mennonite Central Committee have provided $6,000 to assist in buying food.
"I've been overwhelmed by the response from across the church following
the riots," Wright said. "From all over
have come calls asking, 'How can we
help?'"
Wright indicated that the Council will
ask Mennonite Disaster Service assistance in cleanup work. "Following that,
we hope to bring Christian Peacemaker
Teams into the area to help with recon24

ciliation," he said. In addition, the
Council is looking for economic assistance to help local business owners get
back on their feet.
According to Wright, there have been
no reports to date of Mennonites suffering injury during the riots, nor were any
Mennonite church buildings damaged.
However, one Mennonite-owned busi-

Millersville I (26), Fairview II (27) and
Millersville II (28).
Each year at CAN-AM, the top 10
quizzers in the tournament are also honored. The top 5 quizzers were: Mario
Brown, St. Paul's Nazarene (N.Y.); James
Morrison, Palmerston Missionary (Ont.);
Kelly Risser, Elizabethtown Brethren in
Christ (Pa.); Carrie Borgal, Fawn Grove
Nazarene (Pa.); and Nancy Hartman,
Carlisle Brethren in Christ (Pa.)
The Jason Rosado Memorial Award,
presented each year at CAN-AM to a
quizzer who best exemplifies the spirit
of Bible quizzing in attitude, Christian
witness, sportsmanship, and quizzing
ability, was presented to James Dougherty of the Fawn Grove Nazarene team.
This award is presented in memory of
Jason Rosado, a second-year quizzer
from the Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation who went to be with his Lord on
Apr. 8, 1989 as a result of a traffic accident while traveling to the CAN-AM.—
Aubrey Hawton, Canadian Quiz Director

ness suffered water damage as a result of
a fire set in an adjacent building. In addition, some Mennonites spent anxious
hours during the burning and looting.
The riots followed the acquittal of four
police officers videotaped beating a black
motorist.
Contributions for relief in the violence-affected areas can be sent to Mennonite Central Committee, designated for
the Council of Anabaptists in Los
Angeles.—J. Lome Peachey, Meetinghouse
•

Introduction service observes sixth birthday
Crossroads, the singles introduction
service, celebrates its sixth full year this
spring. Dedicated to keeping church
members in touch with each other no
matter what the geographic distance, it
has been successful in introducing many
who might otherwise never have become
acquainted.
A new format, begun last summer,
now makes it possible for clients to
choose whom they will meet by answering, or placing ads which list members'
interests. Privacy is assured by printing a
code number instead of a name in the
monthly newsletter. First-time letters are
then sent to Crossroads for forwarding.

According to founder Miriam Hurst
Harnden, the success of the introduction
service is shown by the many friendships,
and an average of two to three marriages
a year, which have been reported.
Endorsed by many church leaders,
Crossroads is a valuable clearinghouse
for its far-flung members. Brethren in
Christ, Church of the Brethren, and Mennonites—and those who are like-minded—are invited to use this service.
A free sample of the monthly newsletter may be obtained by writing to
Crossroads, Box 32, N. Tonawanda, NY
14120.
•
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Interdenominational
Convention Reports
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada
What do you think about the future of
Canada? Why should this be a major
agenda for the Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada (EFC) Consultation in Regina,
Sask., May 4-6, 1992? Isn't "Canada on
the Edge" too secular a theme for an
evangelical conference?
Not when one considers that ten percent of the population (2.5 million) are
evangelicals and that "more than anyone
else, we are messengers of reconciliation
and are not respecters of persons (native,
sex, or culture)."

Led by executive director Brian
Stiller, Christians are having a growing
impact on the constitutional issues that
will culminate in either a united or broken
country. Seventy-five denominational
and other Christian leaders from across
Canada met to determine how we could
better understand the dynamics of a pluralistic culture and further assist our
country through reconciliation and a spirit of moderation/cooperation rather than
polarization.
Thoughtful, biblical presentations

from people like Professor John
Stackhouse; Jake Epp, M.P.; native leader Ross Maracle; and Quebec spokesperson Glen Smith provided insights that
will help coalesce the evangelical voice in
two strategic ways. First, we want to lend
our influence in keeping Canada united.
Second, we believe that values like
integrity, justice, and "shalom" must be
incorporated into the constitution in a
way that benefits all people, regardless
of race, color, or creed.

Canadian Holiness Federation
For two days (April 28-29, 1992) the
Brethren in Christ mingled with leadership from the Free Methodist, Nazarene,
Salvation Army, Standard, and Wesleyan
churches in the second Canadian Holiness Federation (CHF) pastors/spouses
retreat.
David McKenna, president of Asbury
Seminary, in his powerful manner related
the theology of Isaiah 6 to everyday pastoral life. His wide use of quotations from
leaders like Fosdick ("At the center of
every act of forgiveness is the cross"),
Peter Kuzmic, the "Billy Graham of

Europe," Samuel Rutherford, and R. C.
Sproul provided helpful insights into ministry. McKenna reminded us that "Our
worship, our holiness, our renewal, our
ministry begin with an awesome awareness of the reality of God's presence."
Commissioner Read of the Salvation
Army addressed the practical aspects of
pastoral leadership. His unique style of
delivery and creative use of the overhead
projector made his sermon memorable.
Frequent quotations from Spurgeon, who
was not a Wesleyan, indicated how much
we can learn from others: "Whatever call

a man may have, if it is not to holiness,
then it is no call to ministry."
The CHF continues to explore with
Ontario Theological Seminary the possibility of establishing a Wesleyan chair.
This will accommodate the growing number of students from the holiness persuasion, currently about 45 full time and
part-time (five of whom are Brethren in
Christ).—reports submitted by Harvey R.
Sider, denominational representative to
EFC and CHF.

Christian Holiness Association
The 124th annual convention of the
Christian Holiness Association was held
April 21-23, 1992, at the Hilton Hotel in
Harrisburg, Pa. The' convention theme
was "Christian Holiness—the More
Excellent Way."
The convention featured plenary sessions, commission meetings, and workshops focusing on evangelism, higher
education, mission, and camp meetings.
The evening speakers were Commissioner Edward Read of the Salvation Army
and Dr. Gary Walsh.
The Wednesday denominational
breakfast was attended by 28 Brethren in
Christ. Many others attended the evening
sessions that were open to the public.
The Christian Holiness Association
has begun a television ministry entitled
"Aflame," seen nationally three times a

week on the VISN cable network. Dr.
Thomas Hermiz, president of World
Gospel Mission, is the speaker. A Tuesday evening convention offering raised
over $40,000, enough to pay for the original series of 13 telecasts. It also provides
funding for early production needs of a
second 13-program series.
The convention adopted a resolution
decrying physician-assisted suicide as a
measure that degrades the sanctity and
value of human life. The sanctity of human
life is the basis for the taboo against its
destruction. "Willful self-taking of life or
assisting in the same" violates the special gift infused by God into humanity.
The Holiness Exponent of the Year
Award was presented to Dr. Theodore
Williams of Tamilnadu, South India. He
currently serves as the Secretary for

Missions for Evangelical Fellowship of
India. The Distinguished Service Award
was presented to Dr. James Dobson,
noted author and psychologist.
Brethren in Christ are active in CHA
leadership. Charlie Byers, Arthur Climenhaga, Henry Ginder, John Hawbaker, and
John Byers serve on the Board of Administration. John Hawbaker serves on the
Camp Meeting Commission, Eber Dourte
on the Social Concerns Commission, and
Arthur Climenhaga is a member of the
Resolutions Committee. John Byers is
vice president and a member of the Executive committee.
The 125th convention will convene
April 20-22, 1993 in Lansing, Michigan.
The theme is "Be Confident—Following
the Holy Spirit"—reported by John
Byers, Director of Bishops
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MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
Messiah graduates largest class
Messiah College held its 82nd annual
commencement on Saturday, May 9. Of
the 522 graduates of the Class of 1992
(one more than last year), 241 received
Bachelor of Arts and 281 received
Bachelor of Science degrees.
Dr. George Marsden was this year's
commencement speaker. Dr. Marsden is
currently a Professor of History of
Christianity in America at The Divinity
School at Duke University. He received
his Ph.D. from Yale University in 1965.
Since that time Dr. Marsden has authored
over 10 books and over 20 chapters of
books dealing with topics such as evangelism, Christianity and history, and fundamentalism in America. Much in
demand as a public speaker, he has also
served as the associate editor of Christian
Scholar's Review and as editor of The
Reformed Journal.
A total of 25 graduates were from the
Brethren in Christ Church. Following are
some of what these Brethren in Christ
graduates had to say about their Messiah
experience.
Corinne Hess (Dillsburg, Pa.)—I have
especially enjoyed the time I have spent
over these past four years in student government. I met many people and had an
active hand in shaping class and school-

Senior Corinne Hess, shown here
with her father, Messiah professor
Gerald Hess, was chosen by the
Messiah faculty to receive the Alumni
Association's Outstanding Senior
Award for outstanding scholarship,
leadership, and school loyalty. The
award was presented at graduation.
Dr. Hess received the same award in
1965.

wide policies and activities. Many of my
closest friends were made in these years
of involvement. My experience at
Messiah has been a good one. The atmosphere is so much different than at some of
the larger universities I have visited. I've
appreciated the caring atmosphere here.
Susan Michajluk (Greencastle, Pa.)—
I've enjoyed my time at Messiah, especially the people I've met and the friendships I've made. Within this small college
community, I've learned a lot about the
diversity of people and how to work
effectively with others. I also feel that I
have gained a high quality education and
have been amply prepared to enter the
job force.
Sherry S. Paulus Selkirk (Grantham,
Pa.)—I enjoyed the Christian atmosphere
here at Messiah. It was very encouraging
and easy to get to know others. The time
I spent here helped me learn a lot to get
ready for a career. But most of all I have
gained lifelong friends that have helped
me through good and bad times.

May 1992 Brethren in Christ graduates
Pamela J. Breneman, Early Childhood Education, Mount Joy,
Pa.
Lisa R. Brubaker, Early Childhood Education, Mechanicsburg,
Pa.
Darren K. Davis, Mechanical Engineering, Dillsburg, Pa.
Timothy W. Engle, Marketing, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Shawn L. Eyster, Computer Science, East Berlin, Pa.
Patricia A. Fait, Family Studies, Mount Joy, Pa.
Susan L. Fullerton, International Business, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Rodney L. Gayman, Mathematics, Pleasant Hall, Pa.
Jill L. Gordon, Psychology, Dillsburg, Pa.
Corrine D. Hess, Political Science, Dillsburg, Pa.
Susan K. Kerr, Communication, Loysville, Pa.
Cheryl A. Langley, Music Education, Carlisle, Pa.
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Pamela Breneman (Mt. Joy, PA) - I
had a lot of great times at Messiah. I
especially enjoyed being involved in
dorm activities. Over the past four years
I grew greatly as a person. My faith has
also grown. I've developed friendship
which I know will last a lifetime.

Messiah honored for role
in free enterprise
Messiah College was recently ranked
among 114 other universities and colleges to the 1992 John Templeton
Foundation Honor Roll for Free
Enterprise Teaching. Messiah was one of
21 schools in the Christian College
Coalition chosen. Others are John Brown
University (Siloam Springs, Ark.), Azusa
Pacific University (Calif.), Biola
University (Calif.), Westmont College
(Calif.), Palm Beach Atlantic College
(Fla.), Wheaton College (111.), Goshen
College (Ind.), Taylor University (Ind.),
Asbury College (Ky.), Gordon College

Judy M. Malehorn, Business Administration, Hanover, Pa.
Jill K. McKee, Elementary Education, Zullinger, Pa.
Susan M. Michajluk, Elementary Education, Greencastle, Pa.
Bukoshi Ndlovu, Chemistry, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Africa
Yung Thi Nguyen, Elementary Education, Millersburg, Pa.
David G. Pierce, Civil Engineering, Nappanee, Ind.
Eric A. Seibert, Bible, East Berlin, Pa.
Sherry S. Paulus Selkirk, Human Resource Management,
Grantham, Pa.
Tonya L. Starner, Family Studies, Millerstown, Pa.
Hiroko Suzuki, Art, Tachikawa City, Tokyo, Japan
Mark W. Wastler, History, Grantham, Pa.
Glen S. Wood, French, Jordon, Ontario, Canada
Steven A. Zook, Mathematics, Palmyra, Pa.
Evangelical Visitor
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(Maine), Calvin College (Mich.), Bethel
College (Minn.), Evangel College (Mo.),
Houghton College (N.Y.), Campbell
University (N.C.), Malone College
(Ohio), George Fox College (Ore.),
Eastern College (Pa.), Geneva College
(Pa.), Seattle Pacific University (Wash.).
The Honor Roll, selected through a
nationwide polling of college presidents
and academic deans, identifies schools
that have "an institutional commitment
to traditional Western political and economic philosophies."
The 1992 Honor Roll for Free Enterprise Teaching includes colleges and universities from 30 states, with diverse
enrollments ranging from the College of
the Southwest in Hobbs, New Mexico

Three Brethren in Christ faculty members and
one trustee were honored for service to Messiah
College at the Annual Appreciation Dinner the
evening prior to Commencement. D. Wayne Cassel
(left), Chair of the Mathematical Sciences Department, and Professor of Psychology Howard L.
Landis (center), have been at Messiah for 30 years.
Galen Oakes (right), starting at Upland College in
1962, was recognized for 30 years of service as a
trustee member.

(with fewer than 300 students) to Texas A
& M University, with more than 40,000.
All four-year, accredited colleges and
universities were eligible for nomination
to the Free Enterprise Honor Roll.
Balloting materials were sent to officers
at more than 1,300 colleges. The survey
was conducted by the Foundation for
Economic Education in Irvington-onHudson, New York.
John M. Templeton, investor and philanthropist, established the Templeton
Prize for Progress in Religion in 1973.
The Templeton Foundation also sponsors
an annual honor roll for colleges that foster character development in their students.

"fie \A/^ ofj^eace
As you read the newspaper headlines,
watch what's happening in the community and world, and know what you face
in your own family, what social issues
would you rank as being most important
and/or of most concern to you personally? Which issues do you believe the
church needs to address? How ought
Christians respond?
Each person answering those questions would probably come up with
slightly different lists, but chances are
that there would be many in common—
issues such as abortion, pornography,
drugs, AIDS, racism, war, crime, family
violence. If we're honest, we know that
not only do these things affect people
"out there," but they also affect us, our
families, our friends, people we know and
care about in our churches. What are we
doing to help? What can we do?
June 1992

A long-term project of the Board for
Brotherhood Concerns to provide some
help to individuals and congregations in
knowing how to address some of the
important social issues of the day is nearing completion. A 13-week curriculum,
tentatively subtitled Brethren in Christ
Perspectives on Social Issues, is in the
final stages of production (that is, it is
soon in the hands of the editor at Evangel
Publishing House), and should be ready
for use by late 1992 or early 1993.
The curriculum begins by looking at
how our historic doctrine of nonconformity affects the way we view social
issues. The subsequent twelve chapters
deal with pornography, abortion, family
violence, AIDS, medical ethics, substance abuse and addiction, racism, criminal justice, war, poverty, the environment, and public policy. Each chapter

Dr. George Kimber will be leaving
Messiah College after 20 years of service as a faculty member. Dr. Kimber
accepted a call from the Brethren in
Christ Atlantic Conference to become
involved in church planting in the
Lancaster, Pennsylvania area.

a column for
Christian peacemakers

includes an overview of the issue, biblical
background, summaries and excerpts of
Brethren in Christ perspectives (from
official statements as well as individual
writings), suggested responses, and ideas
for further study and action. There is also
a teacher's guide for each lesson.
The latest in a series of Brethren in
Christ adult studies, the curriculum is a
tool for compassionate and redemptive
congregational involvement in the world.
Watch for further information about publication dates, and plan to make it part of
your congregation's Christian education
program.

The Way of Peace column is a project of
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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It has come to our attention that certain elements of the Brethren in Christ
Church are advocating a position that
would allow for churchgoers who have
not received believers' baptism to gain
membership. To this development, we
can only respond with a question: is there
anything more precious and inviolable in
our heritage than the baptism of the
believing Christian? Our views with
respect to such defining issues as nonresistance and Church/State relations
have been challenged and refined. But
we have borne the name "Anabaptist"
with the same conviction as we have
borne the name "Disciple."
There is a sharp line that partitions
those Christian bodies who demand a
responsible and understanding assent to
baptism from those that do not. If we
abandon our station as a church that
upholds the biblical meaning of baptism—an informed and desired entry into
Christ's death, in order to share in his
newness of life—then we will lose our
distinctness as a denomination that is
willing to accept the cost of discipleship.
To allow a person into church membership without believers' baptism broadcasts the clear message that we no longer
require our members to bear the cross.
It is actually reported that some pastors have already admitted members
without believers' baptism. Surely this is
merely hearsay. Nevertheless, we demand the immediate censure of any and

Contributions invited for
Dialogue and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers
Respond (letters to the editor) are
encouraged to be concise. Letters
may be shortened. All letters must be
signed. Occasionally we may decide
to withhold names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for
readers to express their opinions on a
broad range of topics relevant to the
mission of the church and to living
the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents the
view of the writer, and does not necessarily reflect the official position
or policy of the Brethren in Christ
Church or this periodical.
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all pastors who have partaken in this
grotesque and bizarre abuse of authority.
Further, any who have gained membership in this fashion should be encouraged
in the strongest possible way to understand and accept baptism.
We are at a time when many churches
are ignoring the command of our Lord to
take up our cross and follow him. Grace
today is easy; it is vile and corrupted. It
appears that the stench of this corruption
has drifted into our camp, and that some
find it aromatic. The enemy may destroy
our bodies, our homes, and our lives—we
will survive as a gathered community
under Christ. He may send us scandal and
inept leadership—again, we will survive.
But if he can persuade us to put down
the cross, he will defeat us. Believers'
baptism is more than a symbol. It is a
pledge that we are, irrevocably and with
all certainty, affixed to our Savior's cross
and joined with him in his death. It is one
of the foundation stones that supports
Christ's Church. We implore all Brethren
in Christ to set their faces against this
incipient heresy.
Michael and Tracy Sandler
Raleigh, North Carolina
In a recent letter to the editor, certain
questions were raised regarding proposed
programs within the Board for World
Missions. There are a number of well
worn cliches that come to mind in reply.
For instance, we have a new, qualified
leader—let's let him lead. Or, just because we haven't traditionally done it that
way doesn't mean we can't. Or, just because it wasn't done well on that occasion
doesn't mean we can't try it again.
There's a problem, though, with all of
those answers. None of them address the
problems. None of them address any of
the reasons for proposed changes. Unfortunately, the same can be said for the
objections raised in the printed letter.
The letter is essentially based on politically correct micro-economics. It is true
that economic conditions, specifically
employment, are lacking in many of the
countries in which we have missions outreach. It is also true that as Christians we
must have a concern for the whole person, not merely ride into town with our
big, black Bibles (NIV in 1992, of
course), convince and baptize all the heathen, and move on to the next jungle

clearing. If the people of a region are
experiencing definite needs that are an
impediment to their reception of the
gospel, we need to be realistically sensitive to those needs.
But we are not responsible for the
micro-economics of the countries, the
cities, or the homes where we are called
to minister. Missionaries are sent to win
souls. Our support of them and their
efforts needs to be framed in the context
of that purpose, not in the socio-political-economic arena. If the definitive argument is economics, let's bring them all
home.
Even if we were to argue the issue as
raised, the outcome might surprise. For
instance, the principal objection dealt
with displaced workers. I wonder how
that works out if we apply it consistently,
for, if we are consistent, then no tasks
around the local church here in the United
States or Canada should ever be handled
by volunteers so long as there is a person
in the community skilled to the task and
needing the work. Our church should not
have remodelled using the volunteer
labor of the men of the church. Others
should not have built new sanctuaries.
Where we have already placed teachers
and nurses and doctors, we need to recognize that nationals could do those jobs,
too.
I will preemptively turn away an argument that it is different because it happens
in a third-world country. Need is need
wherever you find it, and the sense of
need, or the threshold of that sense, is
equally significant to the person in need
in any culture.
There was also an effort in the letter to
construct a model of nationals expressing
resigned tolerance toward the patronizing Americans. That may have been the
case in a particular incident, but a wellrun, well-planned effort will not meet
such a reception. For one thing, the effort
was evidently not needed in that place.
Therefore, it was neither well-run nor
well-planned. The intentions were the
highest, the motivation excellent, but
apparently that specific effort failed. I
hope we haven't reached a point where a
failure forever closes doors to further
effort.
There are numerous, positive effects
from hands-on projects on the mission
fields on the part of volunteer lay perEvangelical Visitor

sons. Facilities are available much more
quickly than is generally possible by local
means. Practical ties between missionaries and supporters are much stronger
when established in the context of the
fields rather than the comfort of a homefront pulpit. Friendships are frequently
formed between nationals and volunteers
that can go a long way toward firming
up that sense of a church not defined by
political boundaries. Missionaries are
freed to spend more time in direct ministry. Prayer and financial support is
strengthened as the feeling of "ownership" (don't run off with that word) is
built back here in the supporting churches. Then, too, there is usually opportunity for the visiting workers to actually participate in some evangelism efforts, an
immeasurable and frequently life-changing event.

As to the local economics, let's face
another brutal fact. It's really not an issue.
If that local carpenter is going to starve
without that project, then, given the kinds
of projects usually handled through such
efforts, we'll give him the job and forestall his starvation for a few weeks. We're
not talking about building industries here;
we're not establishing a new economic
base. We're talking about one time, minor, virtually insignificant projects—that
is if the issue is economics. Does that
mean we just don't care? Of course not.
These volunteer efforts rarely do the
whole task. Time doesn't permit it. Improved and increased facilities mean
more work down the line to maintain
them. Bring back that unemployed
national. Or, as was done recently on one
such effort, hire him now and let him
work alongside the volunteers. Let him

find the Lord while building the church
he'll need now for worship.
If our need is to be politically correct,
the future of our effort in world evangelism is bleak indeed. The Board for
World Mission is not a social agency. It
has often, rightly, had concerns in those
areas, but it is not by design or desire a
social agency. Our dollars are sent to the
Board for World Missions with the intent
that efforts will be focused on winning
the lost. Programs that further that effort
may need some tailoring for specific situations, may mean breaking new ground,
may move us beyond our present comfort
zone. But programs that further that central purpose need our encouragement,
participation, and support.
David W. McGarvey
New Paris, Indiana

told) or provide many of the individual
laughs throughout a given episode. While
the lies are usually discovered, and even
often "preached" against, they are also
presented as a normal, acceptable way of
getting oneself out of a tight situation.
Mark and I have steadfastly refused
to lie for our children, and we have not
asked them to lie for us. This has included refusing to tell unwanted callers that
they aren't home when they are. Obviously, this is not always easy, because
sometimes we don't like the callers
either, but we believe the kids need to
find other more direct ways of handling
the situation besides avoiding it by lying.
We also stress the importance of trust
between people; once it's broken, it's
hard to rebuild.
Beth's experience with dishonest
friends has probably taught her as much
about the importance of truth and trust
as we ever could. She frequently complains about someone's unreliability and
how frustrating it is not to know what
someone is thinking or planning to do,
or whether they will in fact do what they
said they would. She's been stuck in the
middle of disagreements between her best
friend and the friend's boyfriend because
she wants to tell the truth and they persist
in trying to deceive each other.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
says, "Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,'
and your 'No,' 'No.'" Our Brethren in
Christ tradition has taken that so serious-

ly that we refused to swear in court if we
were asked to give testimony, the reasoning being (besides obeying what Jesus
said) that our word should be enough.
We shouldn't have to say, "I swear to
God it's the truth," or promise to swear
on a stack of Bibles or on our mother's
grave to demonstrate our commitment to
truth. If we are known as someone who
always tells the truth, why the need for an
extra affirmation?
While the concept of truth-telling
seems like it ought to be simple, I also
know that it's possible to be so devoted to
truth that we hurt people, or to be so
legalistic that we constantly worry about
whether we have in fact told the whole
truth. In addition, there are often several
versions of the truth. Individual people
witness the same event and report on it
differently; their prior experience and
prejudices affect the way they see something so that the resulting differences in
reports are not the result of lies but of
different perceptions of what the truth is.
These disclaimers notwithstanding,
however, I believe that truth-telling is one
of the more important virtues. If everyone
were more committed to honesty and
truth in their relationships (at whatever
level those relationships are), there would
be far fewer problems in the world. And
perhaps Beth would feel better about
boys!

Hhoepes
'Truth-telling"
Beth was feeling down on boys. Having been let down several times, she
lapsed into all-or-nothing thinking: "All
boys are jerks. You can't count on them.
You never know if they're lying or telling
the truth." "Ah-ha," said Mark, "now you
know why it's so important to always tell
the truth. If you're known as someone
who always tells the truth, people don't
have to wonder."
Over the years, we've had numerous
occasions for discussion about the importance of truth-telling. Beth, on the one
hand, is usually honest, although she has
lied to and deliberately deceived us on at
least two major occasions. David, on the
other hand, has less of a conscience about
lying. I remember once when I came
home from somewhere and smelled
burned matches. I asked him directly
whether he and his friend had been lighting matches; he said no, in spite of clear
evidence to the contrary.
Truth-telling seems like such a simple, basic thing, yet it isn't. In many
ways, our culture even seems to promote
and celebrate lying and deceit, from the
governmental level right on down to
everyday interpersonal relationships. Lies
often form the basis of whole television
situation comedies (where the humorous
situation is someone's misunderstanding
of the truth because of a lie someone else
June 1992
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Dear Paul,
I received the scroll you sent me and
have read it thoroughly. We rejoice greatly that your trial before Caesar is coming
out favorably.
Last month, the emperor started a new
and extensive building project in the
downtown area of Laodicea. The whole
city has experienced an economic boom
and so has the church that is there. The
Laodicean congregation has not only
added several new staff members to care
for their many needs, but they have added
a new bishop as well. Meanwhile, we
here in Ephesus continue to experience
frontal societal attacks and satanic
oppression; people are losing their jobs
because of their stand for Jesus. The
result has been that our fellowship here
has experienced little growth. Although
no one has actually voiced it, the
Laodicean Christians seem to feel that
our smallness is due either to some sin of
compromise or our lack of industry in
building God's kingdom.
An additional outcome of our situation is that we are unable to financially
sustain the bishop that we have, and he
has set out in search of part-time work in
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restored relationships with God and one
another.
Release—God's power is released for
evangelism and renewal when his people rejoice, repent, resist the enemy, and
seek the restoration of relationships.
Christians filled with the Holy Spirit are
released from all kinds of bondage, finding freedom to live and witness effectively in the world.
When Luke continues in Acts his
account of the life of Christ and the early
church, it is to emphasize the release of
God's power and people. Prayer was integral to this movement, leading to Pentecost and beyond. The power that was
unleashed on the day of Pentecost resulted in mass conversions and the ongoing
renewal of the church.
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another town. Now he spends the bulk of
his time traveling the roads between
Ephesus and the distant city of Colossae.
I fear for his health, as the roads are
treacherous and the journey, though easier with the modern Roman highway system, is still arduous.
I see after reading the scroll you
sent—I believe it is a fragment from the
second letter you wrote to Corinth—that
churches should share their abundance
with those fellowships in want, that
"there may be equality" (2 Cor. 8:11-14).
The Holy Spirit truly inspires you when
you write these letters. I say this because
of our experience, for it is hard to see
two of our elders, Justus and Protractus,
dragged off and beaten; and because of
our lack of resources, we have been
unable to get them the help they need—
while in another town, there seems to be
little concern and an abundance of
resources that are spent on themselves.
We here in Ephesus feel the pain of others' plenty in the face of our deep need,
and I am beginning to see the destructive
divisiveness of inequality work its way
through the brethren here.

It seems easy for those who have so
much to point their fingers and say that it
is due to our lack of industry that we suffer so, but your letter tells of the beauty of
a gracious gift given out of love and without judgement; the kind of gift that brings
the brethren together and binds the hearts
of the Master's servants into unity.
In the face of our want, I begin to
grasp the power of the word spoken
through the prophet Jeremiah, "For I the
Lord act with kindness, justice and equity in the world; for in these I delight"
(9:23).
I pray that our brethren take up a loving concern for us and act out their faith
in this regard.
In hope and love,
Onesimus

In like manner, God's power is available to be released in the church today.
Receive—Believers must be willing
to receive what God wants to give. Growing up in the days when "revival meetings" were major events in the life of the
denomination, I clearly remember the
prayers of God's people for a mighty
moving of the Holy Spirit. Times of fasting and prayer were usually preceded by
instructions to be open to what God wanted—not what his people thought they
wanted or desired.
How often we want God to change the
other person or to answer our selfish
wishes! Rather we must devote ourselves
to seriously seeking God's face and gladly accepting the most unexpected responses. God honors such prayers by
delightful surprises which his people
gratefully receive.

commitment must go beyond so much of
our superficial involvement. A recommitment of life will change our priorities, thought patterns, how and where we
spend our time and finances, and how we
use our talents for Christ.
Francis Havergal's great hymn of consecration, when repeated with integrity,
challenges the commitment of the most
sincere Christian: 'Take my life... hands
. . . feet... voice . . . silver... moments
. .. will. .. heart."
The seven "R"s of prayer will bring
revival and a new sense of who we are as
a people of God. Such prayer will change
how we live and relate at home, work, in
the congregation, and in the conference.

Recommit—To receive a new outpouring of the Spirit's power demands a
recommitment of our lives. A renewed

Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.

Harvey R. Sider is
Moderator of the General Conference of the
Brethren in Christ, and
lives near Fort Erie,
Ontario.
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have been extinguished, the National Guard
has been pulled out, and the politicians have begun
posturing—blaming each other and previous administrations for a failed urban policy. Meanwhile, the people of
South-Central Los Angeles try to piece their lives together amid the wreckage of what has been described as this
century's deadliest riots.
A brief news article on page 24 of this issue reports on
initial work being done by Mennonite Central Committee
to assist people located in the affected area. As a result of
the riot, some families in South-Central Los Angeles need
to go more than 30 miles one way to find a grocery store
that is open.
The pastor of one congregation reported spending the
night of April 29 watching from the window of his home
as people were pulled from cars and beaten on the street in
front of the building where his congregation meets. The
violence started a block and a half from the church.
HE FIRES

T

HE DAY after the riots began, Billy Graham issued the
following statement: "The explosive and savage outbreak of violence in Los Angeles last night is a tragic reminder that our nation still has not solved some of its most
fundamental social problems. Every corner of our nation
could be affected by what has happened there.
"I have been in South-Central Los Angeles on many
occasions. When the riots ravaged Watts over 25 years
ago, I toured the area and talked with a wide number of residents, hearing their concerns and sensing their frustration, and praying for them as well. I was convinced that
strong efforts would be needed to overcome the problems
of poverty and racism and injustice there, or else a devastating recurrence was probable.
"Just two years ago I toured South-Central Los Angeles
and spent several hours with the leaders of about a dozen
gangs, listening to their deep hurts and resentments and
anger. I sensed then that in some ways little had changed
since the Watts riots, and that the whole area was an open
powder keg just waiting for a match to be struck. Unfortunately, the verdict in the Rodney King trial provided
that match.
"I call on people throughout our nation to pray for Los
Angeles and its people. Let us pray that the senseless violence will stop and peace and order will be restored swiftly without further bloodshed. We should pray also that
God will give wisdom to the mayor and to all the leaders
of that city, and especially to the man who will soon take
over as the new chief of police, Mr. Williams from Philadelphia. There are many thousands of dedicated Christians
in South-Central Los Angeles, and many godly pastors,
who are working for peace and reconciliation. Christians
all over America should pray for them.
"We need to pray as well that the social problems which
June 1$>92

have been festering for years in so many of our cities may
be addressed in a fresh way. The issues are complex, I
know, and will not be solved overnight. However, my
prayer is that the tragic events which have gripped Los
Angeles will be a catalyst to bring a new era of justice and
tolerance and love to our nation.
"This event is another indication that our nation is in
need of a moral and spiritual revival. Ultimately, the problems we face are not only social or political in nature;
they are moral and spiritual problems which come from the
selfishness and greed of the human heart. Most of all,
therefore, we need to pray for moral and spiritual renewal
in our land—a renewal which comes only when we turn in
faith and repentance to God. Only God can change the
human heart—and he will, as we, each one of us, open our
lives to the power and love he has shown us in Christ."
I was struck by the unfortunate truth highlighted in the
next-to-the-last paragraph. Social problems have been festering for years in many of our cities. One often has the
feeling that leaders in government and in the private sector believe that if ignored, these social issues will go away.
Others exploit fear and prejudice for political gain. We do
well to look beyond the rhetoric and try to determine what
our Lord is calling his disciples to be and to do in our
cities. In this regard, the pre-General Conference "Bridge
to the City" consultation takes on special significance to
the Brethren in Christ.

N

ow, TO SWITCH to a totally different subject. I know
that humor is a subjective thing. What I find mildly
amusing may make you roar hilariously . . . and vice versa.
I have received a letter from one brother in the church
who took offense at the publication of "The Disease of
Acronymitis" in the May issue of the Visitor. Although he
found it "basically humorous and creatively written" and
suitable for reading by small groups of persons in the
church, he was "disappointed, indeed appalled" that it
appeared in the Visitor.
As long as I have been involved in church work, I have
heard complaints from both lay persons and pastors about
the excessive use of acronyms when referring to boards
and agencies. Visitor editorial policy is to use acronyms
rarely, and then only when we must refer repeatedly in an
article to an agency which has a very long name (such as
the Board for Evangelism and Church Planting, or BECP).
Our principal exception has been Mennonite Central
Committee, or MCC, which has very nearly become a
name in its own right.
I apologize if the article caused offense. It was intended only to point out (in a gentle, humorous fashion) to
those prone to "acronymitis" the error of their way.
G
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Pray on!
by Harvey R. Sider

Bill Hybels in Too Busy Not to Pray
wrote, "No one can become an authentic
Christian on a steady diet of activity.
Power comes out of stillness. Strength
comes out of solitude" (p. 120). After
promoting and studying revival movements for many years, J. Edwin Orr
emphasized, "Whenever God is ready to
do something new for his people, he
always sets them to praying!"
There is a growing awareness of the
urgency of the hour and a sense of
expectancy that God is about to do a new
thing. The renewal of the church always
begins with prayer.
This does not replace relevancy and
diligence. Of course, we must be relevant
to be understood. High tech can be used
to great advantage as long as it is accompanied by correspondingly high touch
that is filled with compassion and the
building of strong relationships. Today's
wealth and expertise can be valuable in
kingdom-building and give the church an
unprecedented advantage over every past
generation. Scripture constantly emphasizes that God rewards the hard work of
faithful believers.
While God utilizes all these "things,"
Scripture clearly declares that it is God
who gives the increase (1 Cor. 3:7). It is
not by ingenious conniving, wealth, or
power, but by God's Spirit that his eternal
work is accomplished (Zech. 4:6). Prayer
was foundational in a church that was
vibrantly alive. Behold, how the church
multiplied as it prayed (Acts 1:1—6:7),
sent forth missionaries (Acts 13), and
resolved great theological/practical issues

(Acts 15). The church's dependence on
God created a dynamic matched in history only by those times when it was
brought to its knees—resulting in great
revivals and missionary efforts.
David Bryant, a leader in the concerts
of prayer movement, has identified seven
essential "R"s of prayer. Each brings its
own significant impact upon God, us, and
the world. Together, they powerfully
influence the vitality and direction of the
church.
Rejoice—Persecution, religious opposition, and impending death could have
overwhelmed Paul as he languished in
prison. Instead, he wrote the book of rejoicing. Philippians is full of words like
"thank," "praise," "joy," and "rejoice."
Solomon declared, "A cheerful heart is
good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries
up the bones" (Prov. 17:22). A rejoicing
spirit has a powerful impact on all aspects
of life—spiritual, emotional and even
pathological.
God's people have multiple reasons
to rejoice. Our sins have been forgiven.
We rejoice in God's daily presence.
Fellowship with other Christians is tremendous. Great joy comes when we lead
a person to faith in Christ.
A heart full of praise is a precursor to
both evangelism and revival.
Repent—A. W. Tozer, a prince of
preachers and writers, in God Tells the
Man Who Cares wrote, "The artless, little
child is still the divine model for all of us.
Prayer will increase in power and reality
as we repudiate all pretence and learn to
be utterly honest before God as well as
before men."
Jesus saw the grasping hearts of his
disciples. Paul called God's family to
repentance for divisions and critical attitudes. Christ's primary message in
Revelation 2 and 3 focused on repentance

because of the loss of the Christians' first
love.
God desires to pour out his Spirit on
the church. He will do this only as we
repent of sin, whether it be one of the
above or something else that binds us and
moves us toward Satan rather than the
Lord.
Resist the enemy—The New Testament describes the devil as both a roaring
lion and an angel of light. Satan's approach, whether subtle or dreadful, must
be vigorously resisted.
We must resist the temptation to think
that activity is more important than waiting upon God. We must resist the temptation to avoid persons with whom we
differ rather than working through our
conflict and making wrongs right. We
must resist the temptation of the world:
sensualism, materialism, egotism (1 John
2:15-16).
One of the major reasons Henri J. M.
Nouwen renounced a highly successful
career in teaching and public speaking to
serve broken humanity was to resist the
enemy.
Restoration—How easy it is to experience broken relationships with God and
people with whom we work! The Apostle
John reminds us that the two are mutually intertwined. Restoration occurs when
we are right with God and with one
another (1 John 2—4).
Great revival movements, in which
the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the
church, are synonymous with the restoration of relationships both vertically and
horizontally. In the early seventies God
used the Sutera twins to bring restoration
between two leading families in a Saskatoon congregation, and revival followed.
The Asbury Seminary revival resulted in
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